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ABSTRACT 

Indian English literature has witnessed a remarkable transformation with the emergence of women writers who have played a pivotal 
role in challenging societal norms and redefining the literary landscape. From the colonial period to contemporary times, Indian 
women writers have broken barriers, asserting their voices in a space historically dominated by male narratives. Their works not 
only reflect personal and collective struggles but also engage with broader socio-political issues such as patriarchy, gender 
discrimination, caste, class, and identity. The journey of women in Indian English literature began with pioneers like Toru Dutt 
and Sarojini Naidu, who, despite societal constraints, established themselves as influential literary figures. Their poetry and prose 
often intertwined themes of nationalism, feminism, and cultural identity. The post-independence era saw the rise of novelists like 
Kamala Markandaya, Anita Desai, and Nayantara Sahgal, who focused on the psychological depth of female protagonists, shedding 
light on their inner turmoil and resistance against oppressive structures. These writers paved the way for later generations to explore 
themes beyond domesticity, delving into areas of sexuality, violence, and female agency. The evolution of Indian English literature 
has been significantly shaped by the contributions of women writers, who have not only enriched the literary landscape but also 
challenged the socio-cultural constraints imposed upon them. From the colonial era to contemporary times, women writers in India 
have continuously fought against patriarchal norms, giving voice to the marginalized, questioning gender roles, and redefining 
literary traditions. This article explores the journey of Indian women writers in English, examining the challenges they faced and 
the barriers they broke in their pursuit of literary expression. By analysing the works of prominent women authors across different 
periods, the paper sheds light on their thematic concerns, stylistic innovations, and socio-political engagements. In the late 20th and 
early 21st centuries, a new wave of Indian women writers emerged, including Shashi Deshpande, Arundhati Roy, Jhumpa Lahiri, 
Kiran Desai, and Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni. Their narratives expanded the scope of Indian English literature by addressing 
transnationalism, migration, and hybrid identities while maintaining a strong feminist perspective. Arundhati Roy’s The God of 
Small Things (1997), for instance, revolutionized literary discourse with its experimental style and critical engagement with social 
injustices. Similarly, Jhumpa Lahiri’s works explore the complexities of diasporic existence and the challenges of cultural 
assimilation. The literary contributions of these women are significant not just in terms of storytelling but also in their impact on 
feminist discourse in India. Writers like Mahasweta Devi used literature as a tool for activism, highlighting the oppression of tribal 
communities and marginalized women. Contemporary voices such as Meena Kandasamy and Perumal Murugan continue this 
legacy by addressing caste and gender issues with boldness and defiance. Their works exemplify how Indian women writers are no 
longer confined to traditional themes but are actively engaging with political and revolutionary narratives. 

Despite their achievements, Indian women writers have often faced systemic challenges, including lack of recognition, gender 
bias in publishing, and the expectation to conform to established literary norms. However, their perseverance has led to the creation 
of a distinct and dynamic body of literature that reflects the evolving status of women in Indian society. By breaking barriers and 
rewriting narratives, they have carved out a space where diverse female experiences are represented, celebrated, and critically 
examined. 

KEYWORDS: Indian English literature, women writers, feminism, gender, patriarchy, diaspora, identity, transnationalism, 
activism, literary discourse, cultural assimilation. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Indian English literature has been profoundly shaped by the 

contributions of women writers, who have persistently 

challenged patriarchal norms, redefined gender roles, and 

articulated the complexities of female experience. Over the 

years, these writers have transcended linguistic and cultural 

barriers to create a unique literary space that speaks to both 

national and global audiences. Their writings encompass 

themes of identity, feminism, social injustice, domesticity, and 

the changing roles of women in a rapidly evolving society.From 

the colonial era to the present, women writers in Indian English 

literature have navigated socio-political constraints to carve a 

space for themselves in a literary tradition often dominated by 

male voices. In the early stages, they faced multiple challenges, 

including access to education, limited opportunities for 

publication, and societal expectations that restricted their 

creative expressions. However, their perseverance led to the 

emergence of a strong literary movement that has significantly 

influenced Indian and world literature.This paper explores the 

historical trajectory of women writers in Indian English 
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literature, analysing the key themes in their works, their 

struggles, and their role in breaking barriers. It also examines 

the intersectionality of gender, caste, and class in their 

narratives and highlights how contemporary women writers 

continue to shape and redefine the literary landscape. Indian 

English literature has a long and evolving history, and within 

this literary tradition, women writers have played a crucial role 

in shaping narratives that challenge societal norms, explore 

gender dynamics, and redefine the space for female voices. 

From the colonial period to contemporary times, women writers 

in India have broken barriers by addressing issues of gender, 

class, caste, and identity while also experimenting with literary 

forms and themes. Their contributions have not only enriched 

Indian English literature but have also provided a strong 

feminist discourse within the larger framework of postcolonial 

writing.The history of Indian English literature is incomplete 

without acknowledging the contributions of women writers 

who have played a pivotal role in shaping its trajectory. Women 

in India have long been subjected to cultural, social, and 

political limitations that restricted their creative expression. 

However, through their writing, they have resisted these 

constraints and carved out spaces for themselves in the literary 

world. Their works have not only reflected personal struggles 

but also engaged with broader socio-political issues such as 

gender discrimination, caste oppression, colonialism, and 

postcolonial identity. 

 

The early period of Indian English literature was dominated by 

male writers, with women’s voices largely relegated to the 

margins. The few women who ventured into writing faced 

resistance, often being dismissed as secondary to their male 

counterparts. Despite these challenges, women writers 

emerged, asserting their perspectives and reshaping the literary 

landscape. Their journey from being perceived as anomalies in 

a male-dominated domain to becoming leading voices in 

contemporary literature illustrates a narrative of resilience, 

defiance, and transformation. 

 

Historical Background and Early Women Writers 

The emergence of women writers in Indian English literature 

can be traced back to the 19th and early 20th centuries, a time 

when women’s education and public participation were still 

limited due to social restrictions. Despite these constraints, 

pioneering figures like Toru Dutt and Sarojini Naidu emerged 

as early voices in Indian English literature. Toru Dutt (1856–

1877), often considered one of the earliest Indian women to 

write in English, brought a unique blend of Indian themes and 

Western literary influences into her poetry and prose. Her 

works, such as Ancient Ballads and Legends of Hindustan, 

displayed her deep engagement with Indian mythology while 

employing a literary style that resonated with English 

Romanticism. Sarojini Naidu (1879–1949), known as the 

"Nightingale of India," was another prominent early woman 

writer. Her poetry, including The Golden Threshold, The Bird 

of Time, and The Broken Wing, combined lyrical beauty with 

strong nationalist sentiments. While she is primarily known for 

her poetry, Naidu was also an influential political figure, being 

one of the first women to become actively involved in India’s 

freedom struggle. 

These early writers laid the foundation for women’s voices in 

Indian English literature, even though they largely operated 

within the limitations imposed by colonial rule and 

conservative social norms. 

 

The Colonial and Early Postcolonial Phases: Laying the 

Foundation 

The emergence of women writers in Indian English literature 

can be traced back to the colonial period, when English 

education became accessible to a section of Indian society. 

However, women’s participation in literary production was 

limited due to social constraints. Among the early pioneers was 

Toru Dutt (1856–1877), who is often regarded as one of the first 

Indian women poets to write in English. Her works, such as A 

Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields and Ancient Ballads and 

Legends of Hindustan, displayed a remarkable synthesis of 

Indian and Western literary traditions. 

 

Following Dutt, Sarojini Naidu (1879–1949) emerged as a 

significant poet and political activist. Known as the 

"Nightingale of India," Naidu’s poetry, including works like 

The Golden Threshold and The Bird of Time, captured themes 

of love, patriotism, and the Indian ethos. Her literary 

accomplishments were complemented by her active role in 

India’s nationalist movement, demonstrating how literature and 

activism could intersect to challenge colonial and patriarchal 

power structures. 

 

The early 20th century also saw the rise of novelists such as 

Cornelia Sorabji, who wrote about women’s legal and social 

issues, and Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain, who, though primarily a 

Bengali writer, contributed significantly to feminist thought 

with her English work Sultana’s Dream (1905), a visionary 

feminist utopian text. 

 

With India’s independence in 1947, women writers found a new 

platform to express their concerns about nationhood, gender 

roles, and identity. Among them, Kamala Das (1934–2009) 

stood out for her confessional poetry and autobiographical 

prose that exposed the inner struggles of Indian women. Her 

fearless articulation of female sexuality and emotional turmoil 

broke societal taboos and paved the way for later feminist 

writers. 

 

The presence of women in Indian English literature can be 

traced back to the colonial era when English education began 

to spread among the elite. Writers such as Toru Dutt and 

Sarojini Naidu were among the earliest female authors to gain 

recognition. Toru Dutt, through her poetry and prose, sought to 

bridge Indian and Western literary traditions, demonstrating a 

deep engagement with both cultures. Sarojini Naidu, often 

referred to as the "Nightingale of India," used her poetry to 

celebrate India’s rich heritage while also addressing themes of 

patriotism and female empowerment. 

 

The early twentieth century witnessed the emergence of more 

women writers who began to assert their identities through 

fiction. Writers like Kamala Markandaya and Ruth Prawer 

Jhabvala explored themes of colonialism, cultural conflict, and 

gender roles. Markandaya’sNectar in a Sieve (1954) presents 
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the struggles of rural women in a rapidly changing India, 

highlighting economic hardships and the resilience of female 

protagonists. Jhabvala, through her novels, depicted the 

complexities of Anglo-Indian encounters and the evolving roles 

of women in Indian society. 

 

The post-independence era marked a significant shift in 

women’s writing, as authors moved beyond colonial concerns 

to engage with more personal and political themes. The works 

of Nayantara Sahgal, for instance, reflect the intersection of 

gender and politics. Her novels, such as Rich Like Us (1985), 

critique patriarchal power structures and the challenges faced 

by women in political and domestic spheres. 

 

Breaking Gender Stereotypes in Fiction 

As India moved toward independence and later into the post-

independence era, women writers began engaging more directly 

with themes of gender oppression, patriarchy, and female 

agency. Writers like Kamala Markandaya, Nayantara Sahgal, 

and Anita Desai introduced complex female characters who 

struggled with identity, marriage, and societal 

expectations.KamalaMarkandaya’sNectar in a Sieve (1954) 

provided a poignant portrayal of rural Indian women’s 

struggles, depicting themes of poverty, displacement, and 

resilience. Nayantara Sahgal, on the other hand, was deeply 

influenced by political movements and explored the 

intersection of politics and gender in novels like Rich Like Us 

(1985), which critiqued power structures and the impact of the 

Emergency in India. 

Anita Desai, with works like Cry, the Peacock (1963) and Fire 

on the Mountain (1977), brought psychological depth to female 

protagonists, portraying their internal conflicts, existential 

dilemmas, and emotional struggles. Her narratives introduced a 

more introspective approach, moving beyond societal themes to 

explore the minds of women navigating their personal realities. 

 

The Rise of Feminist Voices in Indian English Literature 

The feminist movement in India, particularly from the 1970s 

onward, had a profound impact on women’s writing in English. 

Writers began to engage more explicitly with issues of gender, 

identity, and oppression, questioning deeply ingrained 

patriarchal structures.One of the most influential figures in this 

period was Kamala Das, whose confessional poetry and 

autobiographical writings broke taboos surrounding female 

sexuality and desire. Her works, such as My Story (1976), 

challenged societal expectations of women, particularly in the 

context of marriage, love, and self-expression. Das’s bold and 

unfiltered portrayal of female emotions set a precedent for 

future women writers.Another key figure is Anita Desai, who 

delved into the psychological depth of female characters. In 

novels like Cry, the Peacock (1963) and Clear Light of Day 

(1980), Desai explored themes of loneliness, familial bonds, 

and the inner lives of women, offering a nuanced portrayal of 

their struggles.The 1980s and 1990s saw the emergence of more 

women writers who challenged stereotypes and addressed 

pressing social issues. Shashi Deshpande’s That Long Silence 

(1988) examines the suppression of women’s voices within 

marriage and society. Her protagonist, Jaya, represents the 

silent suffering of many Indian women who are forced to 

conform to societal expectations.Bharti Mukherjee, an Indian-

American writer, brought in the diasporic experience, 

addressing themes of displacement, cultural assimilation, and 

the negotiation of identity. Her works, such as Jasmine (1989), 

highlight the struggles of Indian women in foreign lands, 

challenging traditional notions of identity and belonging.The 

feminist movement in literature gained momentum in the late 

20th century, with writers like Shashi Deshpande, Arundhati 

Roy, and Mahasweta Devi offering powerful critiques of 

gender roles and oppression.Shashi Deshpande’s The Dark 

Holds No Terrors (1980) examined the complexities of 

marriage and the suppression of women’s ambitions within 

traditional Indian society. Her works often challenged the 

notion that women must conform to predefined roles as 

daughters, wives, and mothers.Arundhati Roy’s The God of 

Small Things (1997) marked a turning point in Indian English 

literature with its experimental narrative structure and 

exploration of caste, gender, and trauma. Through the story of 

Rahel and Estha, Roy dismantled societal taboos and brought 

forth issues such as sexual abuse, political oppression, and 

female subjugation in a deeply personal and poetic style. 

 

Mahasweta Devi, though writing primarily in Bengali, also 

made significant contributions to Indian English literature 

through translations of her works. She focused on the lives of 

tribal women and the marginalized, as seen in Draupadi, a short 

story that powerfully critiques state violence and the 

dehumanization of women. 

 

Feminist Consciousness and the Changing Narrative 

The post-independence period saw a marked shift in women’s 

writing as it increasingly questioned gender oppression and the 

patriarchal structures of Indian society. Writers like Anita 

Desai, Shashi Deshpande, and Nayantara Sahgal brought 

women’s issues to the forefront of literary discourse.Anita 

Desai’s novels, including Cry, the Peacock (1963) and Clear 

Light of Day (1980), explored the psychological turmoil of 

women trapped in oppressive domestic environments. Her 

nuanced portrayal of female subjectivity marked a departure 

from the traditional representation of women in Indian English 

literature. Similarly, Shashi Deshpande’s The Dark Holds No 

Terrors (1980) and That Long Silence (1988) delved into the 

dilemmas faced by middle-class Indian women, focusing on 

themes of marital oppression, identity crisis, and self-

assertion.Nayantara Sahgal, known for her politically charged 

novels such as Rich Like Us (1985), blended feminism with 

political consciousness, critiquing the intersection of patriarchy 

and state power. Her works reflected the struggles of women in 

a rapidly modernizing but still deeply traditional society.The 

feminist movement of the 1970s and 1980s further propelled 

women’s writing into the realm of activism. Writers like 

Mahasweta Devi, though primarily writing in Bengali, had a 

significant impact on English translations of feminist literature. 

Her works, including Draupadi and Breast Stories, depicted the 

intersection of gender, caste, and class, highlighting the 

struggles of tribal and marginalized women. 

 

Representation of Marginalized Voices 

One of the most significant contributions of Indian women 

writers has been the representation of marginalized voices, 

particularly Dalit and tribal women. Bama, a Tamil Dalit writer, 
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gained recognition with her novel Karukku (1992), an 

autobiographical narrative that exposed the caste and gender 

oppression experienced by Dalit women. Though originally 

written in Tamil, its English translation broadened its 

readership, bringing Dalit feminist discourse into Indian 

English literature. 

 

Another powerful voice in this sphere is Meena Kandasamy, 

whose works such as The Gypsy Goddess (2014) and When I 

Hit You (2017) confront caste violence, domestic abuse, and the 

oppressive structures of Indian society. Her unapologetic 

portrayal of women’s resistance challenges the conventional 

narratives that often silence marginalized groups. 

 

Dalit feminism, as expressed in these works, goes beyond 

mainstream feminist concerns to critique both patriarchy and 

caste hierarchy. This intersectional approach has enriched 

Indian English literature, providing new perspectives on the 

complexity of women’s oppression. 

 

Contemporary Women Writers: Expanding Boundaries 

The 21st century has witnessed a remarkable transformation in 

the landscape of Indian English literature, with women writers 

occupying a central space in literary discourse. Contemporary 

women authors have expanded their thematic concerns to 

include not just gender and patriarchy, but also caste, class, 

sexuality, and political resistance.Arundhati Roy’s The God of 

Small Things (1997) is a groundbreaking novel that critiques 

caste and gender oppression while experimenting with narrative 

structure and language. Roy’s activism and literary work have 

positioned her as a significant voice in both literature and socio-

political movements.Jhumpa Lahiri’s exploration of immigrant 

experiences in Interpreter of Maladies (1999) and The 

Namesake (2003) has brought global recognition to Indian 

women’s writing. Lahiri’s narratives poignantly capture the 

struggles of women caught between two cultures, emphasizing 

themes of loss, belonging, and adaptation.In more recent years, 

writers like Kiran Desai, Meena Kandasamy, and Perumal 

Murugan (who often centres female protagonists) have 

continued to challenge societal norms. Kiran Desai’s The 

Inheritance of Loss (2006) critiques colonial legacies and 

migration, while Meena Kandasamy’s works, such as When I 

Hit You (2017), provide a searing indictment of domestic 

violence and caste oppression.Moreover, LGBTQ+ narratives 

have also gained prominence through the works of writers like 

Manju Kapur and Devdutt Pattanaik, who explore non-

heteronormative identities and relationships within Indian 

society. The inclusion of such themes signifies a radical shift in 

Indian English literature, where women are not just breaking 

barriers but also redefining literary traditions. 

 

.Contemporary Women Writers and the Global Stage 

With globalization and increasing literary recognition, 

contemporary Indian women writers have expanded the 

boundaries of storytelling. Writers like Jhumpa Lahiri, Kiran 

Desai, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, and Meena Kandasamy 

have gained international acclaim for their exploration of 

diasporic identity, feminism, and socio-political 

themes.Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake (2003) and Interpreter 

of Maladies (1999) delve into the complexities of immigrant 

experiences, cultural alienation, and gender roles. Kiran Desai’s 

The Inheritance of Loss (2006), which won the Man Booker 

Prize, examines the intersections of postcolonial identity, 

migration, and class struggle. Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s 

novels, such as The Palace of Illusions (2008) and Sister of My 

Heart (1999), reimagine Indian mythology and history from a 

female perspective, giving voice to women often sidelined in 

traditional narratives.Meena Kandasamy, one of the boldest 

contemporary feminist writers, uses her poetry and fiction to 

challenge caste oppression, patriarchy, and sexual violence. Her 

works, including When I Hit You (2017), are unapologetic in 

their critique of societal injustice.The 21st century has 

witnessed a surge in women’s literary voices, with writers 

gaining both national and international recognition. Arundhati 

Roy’s The God of Small Things (1997) won the Booker Prize, 

bringing global attention to Indian women’s writing. Her novel, 

which intertwines personal and political themes, critiques caste, 

gender, and postcolonial realities with a lyrical and 

experimental narrative style.Kiran Desai, Jhumpa Lahiri, and 

Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni have also contributed significantly 

to contemporary Indian English literature. Kiran Desai’s The 

Inheritance of Loss (2006) examines themes of migration, 

identity, and gender, while Lahiri’s short stories, including 

those in Interpreter of Maladies (1999), offer poignant 

explorations of diasporic experiences and cultural 

dislocation.Contemporary writers such as Anuradha Roy, Avni 

Doshi, and Perumal Murugan (whose English translations have 

brought regional literature to wider audiences) continue to push 

literary boundaries by experimenting with form and narrative 

style. They address themes such as climate change, mental 

health, and the evolving roles of women in a digitized, 

globalized world.The journey of women writers in Indian 

English literature has been one of resilience, transformation, 

and empowerment. Over the decades, they have not only carved 

a space for themselves in the literary world but have also played 

a crucial role in shaping the discourse on gender, identity, and 

social change. Their works have consistently challenged 

patriarchal norms, redefined womanhood, and given voice to 

the silenced experiences of women in India.Historically, Indian 

English literature was dominated by male voices, with women 

relegated to the margins. However, with the rise of pioneers 

such as Toru Dutt and Sarojini Naidu in the 19th and early 20th 

centuries, a foundation was laid for the emergence of women’s 

narratives in English. The post-independence era witnessed a 

significant transformation, with writers like Kamala Das, Anita 

Desai, and Nayantara Sahgal bringing nuanced explorations of 

female subjectivity, inner turmoil, and societal expectations 

into the literary mainstream. These writers dismantled the 

stereotypical representations of women by presenting complex, 

independent, and self-aware female protagonists who navigated 

the challenges of tradition, modernity, and personal 

autonomy.In contemporary times, Indian women writers in 

English have further expanded the boundaries of literary 

expression. Writers such as Arundhati Roy, Jhumpa Lahiri, 

Kiran Desai, and Meena Kandasamy have used literature as a 

means of resistance, questioning power structures and 

advocating for social justice. Their works not only explore 

themes of gender discrimination, domestic oppression, and 

female agency but also address larger socio-political issues, 

including caste, migration, environmental degradation, and 
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globalization. Through their storytelling, they bring to light the 

struggles and triumphs of women from diverse backgrounds, 

ensuring that female perspectives are not just included but are 

central to literary narratives. 

 

One of the most significant contributions of Indian women 

writers has been their ability to bring personal experiences into 

the public domain, bridging the gap between the personal and 

the political. Their literature serves as a powerful medium for 

feminist thought, challenging conventional gender roles and 

redefining notions of love, marriage, motherhood, and 

professional aspirations. The increasing recognition of their 

work on global platforms, with prestigious awards and 

international readership, reflects the growing impact of their 

voices in shaping not just Indian literature but world literature 

at large.Despite their remarkable achievements, Indian women 

writers continue to navigate challenges. The publishing 

industry, while more inclusive than before, still often subjects 

women’s writing to gendered biases. The burden of conforming 

to market-driven narratives or being categorized under 

“women’s writing” rather than being recognized for literary 

merit alone remains a concern. However, these barriers are 

continuously being broken, as women authors assert their 

creative independence, experiment with genres, and refuse to 

be confined by societal expectations. 

 

The evolution of Indian women writers in English literature is 

a testament to their determination to break barriers and redefine 

storytelling. Their literary contributions have not only enriched 

Indian literature but have also contributed significantly to the 

global literary landscape. As more women take to writing and 

publishing, the future of Indian English literature promises to 

be more inclusive, diverse, and representative of the 

multifaceted experiences of women. Their voices, once 

marginalized, are now at the forefront of literary discourse, 

ensuring that the narratives of Indian women continue to be 

heard, valued, and celebrated. 

 

CONCLUSION 
The journey of women writers in Indian English literature is a 

testament to resilience, creativity, and the continuous fight 

against gender and social barriers. From the pioneering figures 

of the colonial era to contemporary voices that resonate 

globally, Indian women writers have significantly shaped the 

literary landscape by addressing issues of identity, patriarchy, 

and social justice. Their works not only reflect the struggles and 

triumphs of women in India but also contribute to a larger 

discourse on feminism, human rights, and cultural 

transformation. By breaking barriers, these writers have not 

only redefined Indian English literature but have also ensured 

that women’s voices remain central to literary and social 

progress. Women writers in Indian English literature have 

played a crucial role in challenging societal norms, redefining 

female agency, and bringing marginalized voices to the 

forefront. From the early pioneers like Toru Dutt and Sarojini 

Naidu to contemporary authors like Arundhati Roy and Meena 

Kandasamy, these writers have consistently broken barriers to 

carve a distinct literary space. Their works not only highlight 

gendered experiences but also engage with broader socio-

political issues, making Indian English literature a dynamic and 

evolving field. As more women continue to write and publish, 

their voices will shape the future of literature, ensuring that the 

narratives of resistance, identity, and empowerment remain at 

the centre of literary discourse.This ongoing literary movement 

is not just a testament to women’s perseverance but also a 

reminder of the power of storytelling in transforming society. 

As Indian English literature continues to evolve, the 

contributions of women writers will remain a defining force in 

its trajectory.The journey of women writers in Indian English 

literature has been one of resilience and transformation. From 

the early struggles of gaining literary recognition to becoming 

leading voices in contemporary literature, women writers have 

continually challenged societal norms, reshaped literary 

discourse, and provided new perspectives on gender, identity, 

and social justice. Their works have not only contributed to 

Indian literature but have also influenced global literary 

traditions by bringing forth stories that are deeply rooted in 

Indian experiences yet universally relevant. 

 

Breaking barriers has not just meant overcoming personal 

struggles but also dismantling systemic structures that have 

historically marginalized women’s voices. Today, Indian 

women writers continue to push boundaries, question power 

dynamics, and create narratives that resonate with readers 

across the world. Their contributions are a testament to the 

enduring power of literature as a tool for resistance, self-

expression, and societal change 
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