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ABSTRACT
Gold occupies a significant socio-cultural, economic, and symbolic position in societies across the world. This sociological study
examines the uses of gold and its multifaceted impact on marriage, family, caste, class, religion, and major social institutions at
both national (Indian) and international levels. In the context of marriage and family, gold functions as a symbol of status, security,
tradition, and intergenerational wealth, influencing marital negotiations, dowry practices, gender relations, and family prestige.
From the perspective of caste and class, gold acts as a marker of social stratification, reinforcing inequalities while also serving as a
means of social mobility for emerging middle and marginalized groups. Religiously, gold holds sacred value, being integral to rituals,
offerings, and religious institutions across Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Buddhism, and other global faiths. Economically and
institutionally, gold intersects with markets, banking systems, state policies, and global trade networks, shaping consumption
patterns, investment behavior, and financial security. At the international level, gold reflects global inequalities, cultural exchange,
and economic power relations among nations. The study highlights how gold, beyond its material worth, functions as a powerful

social institution that both sustains cultural continuity and reproduces social inequalities in a globalized world.
KEYWORDS: Gold, Marriage, Family Structure, Dowry System, Social Status, Caste System, Class Stratification,

Globalization.

INTRODUCTION

Gold has occupied a central place in human civilization from
ancient times to the contemporary global era. Beyond its
economic value as a precious metal, gold holds deep social,
cultural, religious, and symbolic significance. In many
societies, particularly in India, gold is closely associated with
marriage rituals, family traditions, religious practices, and
social status. At the same time, on the international level, gold
functions as a key economic asset, a store of value, and a
symbol of national wealth and power. From a sociological
perspective, gold is not merely a commodity but a powerful
social institution that influences relationships, hierarchies, and
cultural continuity.

In the institution of marriage, gold plays a crucial role in
shaping marital negotiations, dowry practices, bridewealth, and
the public display of family prestige. Within the family, gold
serves as a form of economic security, inheritance, and
emotional attachment, often transmitted across generations. Its
ownership and control are closely linked to gender relations,
particularly the status of women within households. The
accumulation and display of gold also vary across caste and
class groups, reinforcing social stratification while
simultaneously offering opportunities for social mobility in a
changing economy.

Religiously, gold is considered sacred and pure in many faith
traditions and is widely used in rituals, offerings, temples,
churches, and mosques. Religious institutions often accumulate
gold, enhancing their social authority and economic power. At
the level of broader social institutions such as markets, banking
systems, and the state, gold influences consumption patterns,
investment behavior, and public policy. Internationally, gold

reflects global economic inequalities, cultural exchanges, and
power relations among nations in a globalized world.

This sociological study seeks to examine the uses of gold and
its impact on marriage, family, caste, class, religion, and social
institutions at both national and international levels. By
analyzing gold as a social and cultural phenomenon, the study
aims to understand how material objects acquire social
meanings and how they contribute to the reproduction and
transformation of social structures in contemporary societies.

SIGNIFICANCE AND RELEVANCE OF THE
STUDY

The present sociological study on the uses of gold and its impact
on marriage, family, caste, class, religion, and social
institutions at national and international levels is significant for
understanding the complex relationship between material
wealth and social life. Gold is not merely an economic asset but
a powerful cultural symbol that shapes social norms, values,
and institutional practices. Studying gold sociologically helps
to reveal how economic resources are socially constructed and
embedded within traditions, beliefs, and power relations.

At the national level, particularly in the Indian context, gold
plays a crucial role in marriage ceremonies, dowry practices,
inheritance patterns, and family security. Analyzing these
aspects is relevant for understanding persistent social issues
such as gender inequality, financial burden on families, caste-
based status display, and class differentiation. The study
contributes to policy-relevant discussions on social reform,
women’s empowerment, and economic planning by
highlighting how cultural expectations surrounding gold
influence household economies and social behavior.
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From the perspective of caste and class, the study is significant
in examining how gold reinforces social stratification while
also functioning as a means of aspiration and mobility for
marginalized and emerging social groups. It provides insight
into changing consumption patterns and the ways traditional
symbols of status are reinterpreted in a modern and globalized
society.

Religiously and institutionally, the study is relevant in
understanding the accumulation and use of gold by religious
institutions and its role in sustaining social authority and
collective identity. At the international level, the study gains
importance in the context of globalization, where gold connects
local cultural practices with global markets, financial systems,
and international power structures.

Overall, this study is relevant for sociologists, economists,
policymakers, and social reformers, as it offers a
comprehensive understanding of gold as a social institution. It
highlights how a single material object can influence multiple
dimensions of social life, contributing to both cultural
continuity and social inequality in contemporary societies.

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The present sociological study aims to examine the uses of gold
and its impact on marriage, family, caste, class, religion, and
social institutions at both national and international levels. The
specific objectives of the study are as follows:

1. To examine the socio-cultural significance of gold in
different societies, with special reference to its symbolic
and traditional value.

2. To analyze the role of gold in the institution of marriage,
including its influence on dowry practices, marital
negotiations, social status, and gender relations.

3. To study the impact of gold on family structure and
relations, particularly in terms of inheritance, economic
security, and intergenerational transmission of wealth.

4. To assess the relationship between gold and caste
system, focusing on how gold ownership and display
reinforce or challenge caste-based hierarchies.

5. To examine the role of gold in class formation and social
stratification, highlighting its function as a marker of
wealth, prestige, and social mobility.

6. To analyze the religious significance of gold, including
its use in rituals, offerings, and the accumulation of
wealth by religious institutions.

7. To study the influence of gold on major social
institutions, such as the economy, market, banking
system, and the state.

8. To compare national and international perspectives on
the use and social impact of gold in different cultural and
economic contexts.

9. To understand the changing role of gold in the era of
globalization, modernization, and technological
advancement.

10. To contribute to sociological knowledge and policy
discussions by highlighting the social implications of
gold consumption and regulation.

These objectives collectively aim to provide a comprehensive
sociological understanding of gold as a material, cultural, and
institutional force shaping social life at multiple levels.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS OF THE STUDY

The present sociological study seeks to address the following
research questions related to the uses of gold and its impact on
marriage, family, caste, class, religion, and social institutions at
national and international levels:

1.  What are the major social, cultural, and economic uses of
gold in contemporary societies?

2. How does gold influence the institution of marriage,
particularly in relation to dowry, bridewealth, marital
negotiations, and social prestige?

3. In what ways does the use of gold affect family structure,
inheritance patterns, and intergenerational relationships?

4. How is gold associated with caste identity and caste-
based social hierarchies, especially in the Indian context?

5. What role does gold play in reinforcing or challenging
class divisions and social stratification?

6. How does ownership and control of gold impact gender
relations within marriage and family?

7. What is the religious significance of gold across different
faiths, and how does it shape religious rituals and
institutional authority?

8. How do religious and social institutions accumulate,
regulate, and utilize gold, and with what social
consequences?

9. How do national policies, markets, and financial systems
influence the production, consumption, and circulation of
gold?

10. What differences and similarities exist between national
(Indian) and international perspectives on the social uses
and meanings of gold?

11. How has globalization transformed traditional attitudes,
consumption patterns, and social meanings associated
with gold?

12. In what ways does gold function as a social institution
that contributes to both social continuity and social
inequality?

These research questions aim to guide a comprehensive
sociological analysis of gold as a significant material and
symbolic force shaping social relations and institutions at
multiple levels.

SCOPE OF THE STUDY

The scope of the present sociological study is broad and
interdisciplinary, focusing on the uses of gold and its impact on
marriage, family, caste, class, religion, and social institutions at
both national and international levels. The study primarily
examines gold as a social, cultural, and economic phenomenon
rather than merely a precious metal or financial commodity.

At the national level, the study gives special attention to the
Indian context, where gold holds deep-rooted cultural and
religious significance. It covers the role of gold in marriage
rituals, dowry practices, family inheritance, gender relations,
caste identity, and class status. The study also includes the
influence of gold on religious institutions, local markets, and
household economies, as well as the role of state policies and
financial institutions in regulating gold consumption and
investment.
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At the international level, the study extends its analysis to
selected societies across Asia, the Middle East, Europe, and
other regions to understand cross-cultural variations in the
social uses and meanings of gold. It examines gold as a global
commodity linked to international trade, financial systems,
cultural exchange, and global inequalities. Comparative
perspectives are used to highlight similarities and differences in
how gold shapes social institutions across societies.

The study covers multiple social institutions, including
marriage, family, religion, economy, and the state. It also
addresses issues of social stratification, such as caste and class,
and explores how gold contributes to the reproduction or
transformation of social inequalities. Temporal scope includes
both traditional practices and contemporary changes influenced
by modernization, globalization, and technological
advancement.

Overall, the scope of the study is confined to sociological
analysis using secondary data, existing literature, and selected
empirical observations. It does not aim to provide a purely
economic or technical analysis of gold markets but seeks to
understand the broader social implications of gold in shaping
social relations and institutions at national and international
levels.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

Despite its broad analytical framework, the present sociological
study on the uses of gold and its impact on marriage, family,
caste, class, religion, and social institutions has certain
limitations that should be acknowledged.

1. Dependence on Secondary Data:

The study largely relies on secondary sources such as books,
research articles, reports, and official data. The absence of
extensive primary fieldwork may limit the depth of first-hand
sociological insights and lived experiences.

2. Cultural and Regional Diversity:

Societies differ widely in their cultural, religious, and economic
practices related to gold. Due to time and resource constraints,
the study cannot cover all regions and communities in equal
detail, especially within diverse national and international
contexts.

3. Generalization of Findings:

The findings of the study are based on selected cases and
literature, which may not be fully representative of all social
groups, castes, classes, or religious communities. Therefore,
broad generalizations should be made with caution.

4. Changing Social and Economic Conditions:

The social significance and economic value of gold are
influenced by changing market conditions, globalization, and
policy interventions. Since these factors are dynamic, some
conclusions of the study may become less applicable over time.
5. Limited Quantitative Analysis:

The study emphasizes qualitative and theoretical sociological
analysis. The lack of detailed statistical and econometric
analysis may restrict precise measurement of the impact of gold
on different social institutions.

6. Focus on Sociological Perspective:

While the study touches upon economic and political aspects, it
does not provide an in-depth financial or policy analysis of gold

markets. This disciplinary focus may limit its usefulness for
purely economic or technical evaluations.

7. Sensitivity of the Subject:

Issues such as dowry, caste, class inequality, and religious
practices are socially sensitive. Availability of unbiased data
and honest reporting in existing literature may affect the
accuracy of interpretations.

In spite of these limitations, the study offers valuable
sociological insights into the multifaceted role of gold in
shaping social life at national and international levels.

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY

The present sociological study is based on the following
hypotheses regarding the uses of gold and its impact on
marriage, family, caste, class, religion, and social institutions at
national and international levels:

1. Gold plays a significant role in shaping marriage
practices, particularly influencing dowry systems,
marital negotiations, and the social status of families.

2. The ownership and control of gold affect family
structure and gender relations, especially in terms of
women’s security, inheritance, and decision-making
power within the household.

3. Gold functions as a symbol of caste identity and social
prestige, thereby reinforcing traditional caste
hierarchies in many societies.

4. There is a positive relationship between gold ownership
and class status, with higher accumulation of gold
reflecting and reproducing class-based social
stratification.

5. Gold contributes to both social continuity and social
mobility, as traditional values are maintained while
emerging groups use gold to assert upward mobility.

6. Religious institutions use gold to enhance their
symbolic authority and social influence, strengthening
their position within society.

7. The social use of gold varies across religious and
cultural contexts, but its symbolic association with
purity, prosperity, and power remains universal.

8. At the national level, especially in India, gold has
greater socio-cultural significance compared to many
Western societies, where its role is more investment-
oriented.

9. Globalization has transformed traditional uses of gold,
linking local cultural practices with global markets and
financial systems.

10. Gold operates as a social institution that contributes to
the reproduction of social inequalities, particularly in
relation to caste, class, and gender.

These hypotheses provide a theoretical foundation for
analyzing gold as a material and symbolic force influencing
multiple dimensions of social life at national and international
levels.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE
The sociological understanding of gold has evolved through
contributions from classical theorists, anthropologists,

economists, and contemporary sociologists who have examined
gold as both a material commodity and a social symbol. The
existing literature highlights the multifaceted role of gold in
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shaping social institutions such as marriage, family, caste, class,
and religion at national and international levels.

Classical sociologists like Karl Marx viewed precious metals,
including gold, in relation to modes of production,
accumulation of capital, and class inequality. Gold, as a form
of wealth, was seen as a means of sustaining economic power
and reinforcing class divisions. Max Weber emphasized the
cultural and symbolic dimensions of economic behavior, which
helps explain why gold retains social and religious importance
beyond its market value. Thorstein Veblen’s concept of
conspicuous consumption is particularly relevant in
understanding the display of gold in marriage ceremonies and
social rituals as a marker of prestige and status.
Anthropological studies by scholars such as Marcel Mauss and
Bronislaw Malinowski highlighted the role of gift exchange and
ceremonial wealth in traditional societies. Gold, in many
cultures, functions as a “social gift” that creates obligations,
strengthens kinship ties, and maintains social order, especially
in marriage and family systems. Studies on dowry and
bridewealth in South Asia have shown that gold plays a central
role in marital transactions, often reinforcing patriarchal norms
and gender inequality (Srinivas, 1962; Goody, 1973).

Indian sociological literature has extensively examined the
relationship between gold, caste, and class. M. N. Srinivas
discussed how material symbols such as gold contribute to
Sanskritization, enabling lower castes to emulate upper-caste
practices and seek social mobility. Scholars studying caste and
consumption patterns have noted that gold ownership serves
both as a marker of traditional status and a modern form of
economic security. Research on family and kinship in India
highlights gold as an important form of women’s wealth
(stridhan), offering social recognition and limited financial
autonomy.

Religious studies emphasize the sacred value of gold across
faiths. Literature on Hindu temples, Christian churches, Islamic
traditions, and Buddhist institutions documents the use of gold
in rituals, idols, architecture, and offerings. Scholars argue that
the accumulation of gold by religious institutions enhances their
symbolic authority and institutional power, influencing social
cohesion and moral order.

At the international level, economic sociologists and global
studies scholars have analyzed gold as a global commodity
embedded in international trade, financial systems, and state
policies. Studies on globalization highlight how local cultural
practices surrounding gold are increasingly connected to global
markets, price fluctuations, and investment strategies. Research
on consumer culture shows changing patterns in gold usage,
shifting from purely ritualistic purposes to financial investment
and lifestyle consumption.

Overall, the reviewed literature indicates that while gold has
been studied from economic, anthropological, and religious
perspectives, there is a need for an integrated sociological
analysis that connects marriage, family, caste, class, religion,
and social institutions across national and international
contexts. The present study seeks to bridge this gap by treating

gold as a social institution that both sustains cultural traditions
and reproduces social inequalities in a globalized world.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The present study adopts a sociological research methodology
to examine the uses of gold and its impact on marriage, family,
caste, class, religion, and social institutions at national and
international levels. The methodology is designed to provide a
comprehensive and systematic understanding of gold as a
social, cultural, and institutional phenomenon.

RESEARCH DESIGN

The study follows a descriptive and analytical research design.
It aims to describe the various social uses of gold and analyze
their implications for different social institutions. A
comparative approach is also used to examine similarities and
differences between national (Indian) and international
contexts.

Nature of the Study

The research is primarily qualitative in nature, supported by
selective quantitative data where available. It focuses on
sociological interpretation rather than purely economic or
technical analysis of gold.

Sources of Data

1. Secondary Data:

The study mainly relies on secondary sources, including:
Books, journals, and research articles related to sociology,
anthropology, and economics

Government reports, census data, and policy documents
Reports from international organizations and financial
institutions

Published case studies on marriage, family, caste, class, and
religion

2. Supplementary Empirical Evidence (where applicable):
Limited use of existing surveys, national statistics, and
international datasets is made to support sociological
arguments.

Units of Analysis

The major units of analysis in the study include:

Marriage practices and rituals

Family structure and inheritance systems

Caste and class groups

Religious institutions and practices

Economic and social institutions at national and international
levels

Tools and Techniques of Data Analysis

Content Analysis of literature, policy documents, and reports
Comparative Analysis between national and international
contexts

Interpretative and Theoretical Analysis using sociological
concepts such as social stratification, symbolic interactionism,
and institutional theory

Theoretical Framework

The study is guided by classical and contemporary sociological
theories, including:

Social Stratification Theory (to analyze caste and class
inequalities)
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Symbolic Interactionism (to understand the symbolic meanings
of gold)

Institutional Theory (to examine gold as a social institution)
Consumption and Conspicuous Consumption Theory

Ethical Considerations

The study is based on published and publicly available data,
ensuring academic integrity and proper citation of sources.
Sensitive issues such as dowry, caste, and religion are handled
with objectivity and sociological neutrality.

Limitations of Methodology

The methodology is limited by reliance on secondary data and
the absence of extensive primary fieldwork. However,
triangulation of sources is used to enhance the reliability and
validity of findings.

This research methodology provides a structured framework for
understanding the complex and multidimensional impact of
gold on social life at national and international levels.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION OF THE STUDY

The findings of the present sociological study reveal that gold
plays a crucial and multidimensional role in shaping marriage,
family, caste, class, religion, and broader social institutions at
both national and international levels. The results highlight gold
as not merely an economic asset but a powerful social and
cultural institution embedded in social relationships and value
systems.

1. Impact of Gold on Marriage

The study shows that gold remains a central component of
marriage rituals, especially in India and many Asian societies.
Gold functions as a symbol of family status, security, and social
honor. Practices such as dowry and ceremonial exchange of
gold significantly influence marital negotiations and alliances.
The discussion indicates that while gold strengthens kinship
bonds and cultural continuity, it also places economic pressure
on families and reinforces gender inequality, as women are
often seen as carriers of gold into marriage.

2. Role of Gold in Family Structure

The results indicate that gold serves as an important form of
household wealth and intergenerational security. Within
families, gold is commonly passed down as inheritance and
stridhan, particularly to women, offering them social
recognition and limited financial autonomy. However, the
study also finds that control over gold often remains with male
members, reflecting persistent patriarchal structures. Thus, gold
both empowers and constrains women within family systems.

3. Gold, Caste, and Social Hierarchy

The study finds a strong association between gold ownership
and caste-based social status. Traditionally dominant castes
possess and display gold as a marker of ritual purity and
prestige. At the same time, emerging and marginalized caste
groups increasingly use gold consumption as a means of
asserting social mobility and respectability. This dual role of
gold demonstrates how it both reproduces and challenges caste
hierarchies in changing social contexts.

4. Gold and Class Stratification

The findings reveal that gold functions as a visible indicator of
class position. Upper and middle classes accumulate gold as
both ornamentation and investment, while lower-income
groups view gold as a form of financial security during crises.
The discussion highlights that unequal access to gold reinforces
class inequalities, yet expanding credit facilities and financial
inclusion have altered patterns of gold ownership across
classes.

5. Religious Significance of Gold

The study confirms that gold holds sacred value across major
religions. Its use in rituals, idols, offerings, and religious
architecture enhances the symbolic authority of religious
institutions. The accumulation of gold by temples, churches,
and other religious bodies strengthens their economic and social
influence. However, debates around transparency and
redistribution raise questions about the ethical and social
responsibilities of such institutions.

6. Gold and Social Institutions

At the institutional level, the study finds that gold significantly
influences economic behavior, market dynamics, and state
policies. National governments regulate gold imports, taxation,
and monetization schemes to balance cultural demand with
economic stability. Internationally, gold connects local
traditions to global financial systems, acting as a store of value
and a symbol of national wealth and power.

7. National and International Comparison

The comparative analysis reveals that in India and similar
societies, gold has strong socio-cultural and emotional
significance, while in many Western societies, gold is primarily
valued as an investment and luxury commodity. Globalization
has blurred these distinctions, as cultural practices increasingly
intersect with global markets and media-driven consumption
patterns.

Discussion

Overall, the discussion underscores that gold operates as a
social institution that sustains tradition, expresses identity, and
reinforces social order. At the same time, it contributes to the
reproduction of social inequalities related to caste, class, and
gender. The study suggests that understanding the social role of
gold is essential for addressing issues of inequality, cultural
change, and policy formulation in a globalized world.

In conclusion, the results demonstrate that gold remains a
powerful force in social life, shaping relationships and
institutions across national and international contexts, while
continuously adapting to changing economic and cultural
realities.

CONCLUSION OF THE STUDY

The present sociological study concludes that gold is far more
than a precious metal or economic commodity; it is a powerful
social, cultural, and institutional force that deeply influences
marriage, family, caste, class, religion, and broader social
institutions at both national and international levels. Gold
carries strong symbolic meanings related to status, security,
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purity, and prosperity, which shape social behavior and
institutional practices across societies.

In the context of marriage and family, especially in India, gold
continues to play a central role in marital rituals, dowry
practices, inheritance, and women’s security. While it helps
preserve cultural traditions and family bonds, it also reinforces
gender inequality and places financial pressure on households.
With regard to caste and class, gold functions as a marker of
social hierarchy and prestige, contributing to the reproduction
of social stratification. At the same time, it provides a means of
aspiration and limited social mobility for emerging and
marginalized groups.

Religiously, gold remains a sacred material, integral to rituals,
offerings, and religious institutions, enhancing their symbolic
authority and social influence. At the level of social and
economic institutions, gold shapes consumption patterns,
investment behavior, state policies, and global financial
systems. The international perspective reveals that gold
connects local cultural practices with global markets, reflecting
economic power relations and inequalities among nations.
Overall, the study highlights that gold operates as a social
institution  that sustains cultural continuity  while
simultaneously reinforcing social inequalities related to caste,
class, and gender. In an era of globalization and modernization,
the meanings and uses of gold are changing, yet its social
significance remains deeply rooted. Understanding the
sociological impact of gold is essential for policymakers, social
reformers, and scholars seeking to address issues of inequality,
cultural change, and social development in contemporary
societies.

Suggestions and Recommendations of the Study

Based on the findings of the sociological study on the uses of
gold and its impact on marriage, family, caste, class, religion,
and social institutions at national and international levels, the
following suggestions and recommendations are proposed:

1. Social Awareness and Education:

There is a need to create greater social awareness about the
negative consequences of excessive gold-related practices in
marriage, particularly dowry. Educational institutions, media,
and civil society organizations should promote values of
equality, simplicity, and social responsibility.

2. Women’s Empowerment and Legal Protection:

Policies and legal frameworks should ensure that gold given to
women during marriage (stridhan) remains under their
ownership and control. Awareness about women’s property
rights and financial literacy should be strengthened to enhance
their economic security and decision-making power.

3. Reform of Marriage Practices:

Community leaders, religious institutions, and social reform
movements should encourage modest marriage ceremonies and
discourage status competition through excessive display of
gold. Collective and simple marriage models may help reduce
economic burden on families.

4. Addressing Caste and Class Inequality:

Efforts should be made to challenge the use of gold as a marker
of caste and class superiority. Social policies should focus on
reducing inequality through education, employment, and
income generation rather than symbolic status consumption.

5. Transparency in Religious Institutions:

Religious institutions accumulating large quantities of gold
should adopt transparent management practices. Part of these
resources can be utilized for social welfare activities such as
education, healthcare, and support for marginalized
communities.

6. Balanced Economic and Cultural Policies:

Governments should design gold-related policies that respect
cultural sentiments while ensuring economic stability. Gold
monetization schemes and financial inclusion initiatives should
be made more accessible and socially sensitive.

7. Encouraging Productive Investment:

Households should be encouraged to balance emotional and
cultural attachment to gold with productive investments in
education, health, and entrepreneurship, contributing to long-
term social development.

8. Comparative and Cross-Cultural Research:

Further sociological research should be promoted at national
and international levels to understand changing patterns of gold
usage in a globalized world, especially among younger
generations.

9. Use of Media and Technology:

Digital platforms and media can be used to challenge traditional
stereotypes associated with gold, promote gender equality, and
spread awareness about alternative forms of financial security.
10. Policy-Oriented Sociological Engagement:

Sociologists and social researchers should actively engage with
policymakers to ensure that sociological insights about gold and
social inequality are incorporated into social and economic
planning.

In conclusion, these suggestions and recommendations aim to
balance cultural traditions associated with gold with the need
for social equality, economic rationality, and sustainable social
development at both national and international levels.

Organization of the Study

The present sociological study entitled “Uses of Gold and Its
Impact on Marriage, Family, Caste, Class, Religion and Social
Institutions at National and International Levels” is
systematically organized into the following chapters to ensure
clarity, logical flow, and comprehensive analysis:

Chapter I: Introduction

This chapter introduces the study by explaining the background
and sociological significance of gold in society. It outlines the
concept of gold as a social and cultural institution, states the
problem of the study, and discusses its significance, relevance,
objectives, scope, limitations, research questions, and
hypotheses. It also provides an overview of the research
methodology adopted in the study.

Chapter II: Conceptual and Theoretical Framework

This chapter presents the conceptual understanding of gold
from a sociological perspective. It discusses relevant
sociological theories such as social stratification theory,
symbolic interactionism, institutional theory, and theories of
consumption. The chapter helps in building a theoretical base
for analyzing the social meanings and functions of gold.

Chapter III: Review of Literature
This chapter critically reviews existing national and
international literature related to gold, marriage, family, caste,
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class, religion, and social institutions. It highlights major
contributions by sociologists, anthropologists, and economists
and identifies research gaps that justify the present study.

Chapter IV: Gold and Marriage—Family Institutions

This chapter analyzes the role of gold in marriage and family
systems. It focuses on dowry practices, inheritance, stridhan,
gender relations, family prestige, and intergenerational
transmission of wealth, with special reference to the Indian
context.

Chapter V: Gold, Caste, and Class Structure

This chapter examines the relationship between gold and social
stratification. It discusses how gold functions as a symbol of
caste identity, social status, and class position, as well as its role
in social mobility and inequality.

Chapter VI: Gold and Religion

This chapter explores the religious significance of gold across
different faiths. It analyzes the use of gold in rituals, religious
institutions, offerings, and sacred spaces, and discusses its
impact on institutional authority and social cohesion.

Chapter VII: Gold and Social Institutions at National and
International Levels

This chapter focuses on the role of gold in economic, political,
and financial institutions. It compares national and international
perspectives on gold, examining globalization, state policies,
markets, and global trade in shaping social uses of gold.

Chapter VIII: Results, Discussion, and Conclusion

This final chapter presents the major findings of the study,
followed by detailed discussion and sociological interpretation.
It concludes the study by summarizing key insights, offering
suggestions and recommendations, and indicating directions for
future research.

This organization ensures a structured and comprehensive
sociological analysis of the uses of gold and its impact on
various social institutions at both national and international
levels.
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