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ABSTRACT

Contemporary global politics is increasingly defined by a sharp contrast between constitutional ideals and lived realities. This
research provides an exhaustive sociological investigation into the political and social landscapes of 49 Asian nations, ranging from
the burgeoning economies of India and Vietnam to the centralized systems of North Korea and Russia. The primary objective is to
evaluate the functional efficiency of diverse political systems — including Parliamentary Democracies, Socialist Republics, Absolute
Monarchies, and Presidential systems —and their direct impact on the multi-tiered class structures of society.The study employs a
comparative sociological framework, utilizing qualitative analysis of constitutional frameworks alongside quantitative data
regarding wealth distribution and social indicators. The research scrutinizes the "Reality vs. Paper" gap, examining how
constitutional rights translate into actual civil liberties across varying regimes.Core Areas of Analysis-Political Systems and
Institutional Decay: The paper analyzes the flaws in constitutional implementation, levels of public participation, and the
declining trust in state institutions. It contrasts the mechanisms of direct democracy with the rigidities of autocratic
governance.Economic Disparities and the Elite Class: A critical focus is placed on the concentration of wealth, specifically
tracking the assets of the "Top 10 Billionaires" in major economies. The study assesses the disparate impacts of these systems on the
Upper, Middle, and Lower classes, highlighting the paradox of high GDP growth amidst persistent poverty.Social Pathologies
and Gender: The research investigates the status of women within patriarchal frameworks, providing data on domestic violence,
sexual crimes, and systemic marginalization. It further analyzes social challenges including unemployment, suicide rates, substance
abuse (alcoholism), and the persistence of superstitions and "pseudo-spiritualism" (Buwabaji) in the face of modernization.The
Institutional Paradox: A central theme is the "Paradox of Devaluation," where institutional authority is often undermined by
corruption, nepotism, and the concentration of power, leading to a disconnect between the state and the common citizen.Findings
and Conclusion-Preliminary findings suggest that while Asian constitutions are increasingly progressive on paper, the "actual
reality" is governed by deep-seated socio-economic disparities and bureaucratic flaws. The research concludes that the survival of
democratic and socialist ideals in Asia depends on decentralizing wealth and addressing the cultural roots of gender violence and
unemployment. This study serves as a critical mirror to the Asian political landscape, advocating for a sociological reimagining of
governance that prioritizes human well-being over elite capital accumulation.

KEYWORDS: Political Sociology, Institutional Paradox, Wealth Concentration, Socio-Economic Disparity, Asian Geopolitics,
Gender Stratification.

Introduction-

1.1 Background of the Study-In the third decade of the 21st
century, the global political landscape is undergoing a profound
transformation. Politics, once viewed primarily through the lens
of governance and law, has evolved into a complex sociological
phenomenon that dictates the quality of human life. This
research paper, titled "Current Study of Politics and its
Advantages and Disadvantages for Society: A Sociological
Study," explores the intricate relationship between political
systems and societal outcomes across 49 Asian nations. From
the frozen corridors of Russia to the tropical archipelagos of
Indonesia, the Asian continent presents a diverse laboratory of
political experiments—ranging from absolute monarchies and
socialist republics to vibrant yet flawed democracies.

1.2 The Sociological Significance of Political Systems-
Sociologically, a political system is not merely a set of rules but
a primary institution that shapes social stratification, wealth

distribution, and individual rights. This study moves beyond
theoretical ~definitions of Democracy, Socialism, and
Presidential regimes to examine their ""Actual
Enforcement' versus their ""Constitutional Promise." We
investigate the systemic flaws in constitutional implementation
that lead to institutional decay—a phenomenon where the
"Paper Truth" of citizens' rights contradicts the "Street Reality"
of marginalized populations.

1.3 Problem Statement: The Institutional Paradox-The
central problem addressed in this research is the Institutional
Paradox: the coexistence of advanced constitutional
frameworks with deep-seated social pathologies. While many
Asian  countries boast modern constitutions, they
simultaneously ~ grapple  with: Extreme  Wealth
Concentration: The rise of a "New Aristocracy" where the Top
10 industrialists control a disproportionate share of national
assets.Socio-Economic Disparities: The diverging realities of
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the Upper, Middle, and High classes, leaving the "Bottom
Billion" below the poverty line.Systemic Social Issues: High
rates of domestic violence, unemployment, and alcoholism,
alongside the persistence of superstitions (Buwabaji) and
patriarchal dominance.

1.4 Scope and Geographic Coverage This study provides a
comprehensive comparative analysis of 49 countries,
categorized by their political and economic structures: South
Asia & Southeast Asia: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Vietnam,
Thailand, and Singapore.Central & Northern
Asia: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Russia.Western Asia
(Middle East): Saudi Arabia, Iran, Israel, Qatar, and the
UAE.East Asia: China, Japan, South Korea, and North
Korea.Each nation is evaluated based on its unique governance
model—Dbe it a Mixed Economy, Open Democracy, or Direct
Democracy—and how these models either mitigate or
exacerbate social evils like rape, prostitution, and institutional
corruption.

1.5 Research Objectives
The primary objectives of this detailed sociological study are:

1. To analyze the features of national constitutions and
the flaws in their practical execution.

2. To evaluate the degree of public participation and
the level of trust (or lack thereof) in the ruling systems.

3. To examine the concentration of wealth and its
impact on class-based social dynamics.

4. To document the prevalence of social pathologies,
including domestic violence, superstitions, and
patriarchal impacts on women's status.

5. To correlate political stability with quality of life
indicators such as suicide rates, poverty levels, and
standard of living.

1.6 Research Questions

e How do diverse political systems in Asia impact the
centralization of wealth among the top industrial elite?

e What are the specific disadvantages for the middle and
lower classes when constitutional implementation
fails?

e Isthere adirect link between political authoritarianism
and the prevalence of social traditions/superstitions?

e How does the patriarchal family structure influence the
legal and social status of women across different Asian
regimes?

1.7 Rationale for the Study

This  paper seeks to uncover the "Reality and
Contradictions' of the Asian political experience. By
providing a data-driven sociological critique, this research aims
to highlight the urgent need for institutional reform that
prioritizes human rights and social justice over the
concentration of power and capital.

Comprehensive Sociological & Political Analysis of Asian
Countries
1. Power Structure and Leadership
e Supreme Authority: In Asia, power is diverse. It
ranges from Constitutional Monarchies (Japan,
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Thailand), Islamic Absolute Monarchies (Saudi
Avrabia, Oman), Communist One-Party
States (China, Vietnam, North Korea)
to Parliamentary/Presidential

Democracies (India, Indonesia, South Korea).

e Concentration of Wealth: There is a massive gap.
The top 1% in Asia holds nearly 50% to 60%o of
the region's wealth. Political elites often have direct
or indirect control over state-owned enterprises.

e Authority & Powers: Most leaders in non-
democratic Asian states hold "Absolute Power"
over the military and judiciary, whereas, in
democracies, power is theoretically checked by the
Constitution, though practically influenced by
executive dominance.

2. Bureaucracy, Corruption, and Institutional Trust

e Bureaucratic Status: Bureaucracy in Asia is often
characterized as "Red Tape" heavy. In South and
Southeast Asia, it is perceived as an obstacle rather
than a facilitator.

e Corruption Perception: According to Transparency
International, several Asian nations (like Syria,
Yemen, Afghanistan) rank among the most corrupt,
while Singapore and Japan are among the cleanest.

e Implementation Gap: On average, only 40% to
50% of legislative decisions for social welfare are
effectively implemented at the grassroots level due
to leakage and administrative inefficiency.

e Judicial Backlog: In countries like India and
Pakistan, millions of cases are pending (approx. 40-
50 million in India alone). The trust in the judiciary
varies from 30% in unstable regions to 70% in
developed Asian nations.

3. Socio-Economic Realities (Crime & Poverty)

e Poverty & Unemployment: Post-pandemic, poverty
rates have spiked in South Asia. Unemployment
among youth remains a "time bomb," hovering
between 15% and 25% in various regions.

e Social Evils: * Domestic Violence: Reported in
nearly 30% of households across Asia, though
under-reporting is high.

o Prostitution & Human
Trafficking: Significant issues in Southeast
Asia due to economic desperation.

o Alcoholism: Increasing in urban areas,
contributing to 15% of road accidents and
domestic disputes.

4. Public Health & Mortality Crisis

e Medical Negligence & Cost: In developing Asian
nations, nearly 25% to 30% of the population
cannot afford quality healthcare.

e Death due to Lack of Resources: It is estimated that
thousands die annually because they cannot reach a
hospital in time or lack funds for basic
oxygen/medicines.

e Doctor-Patient Ratio: Most Asian countries (except
Japan/Singapore) fall far below the WHO

€1 2026 EPRA IJMR | http://eprajournals.com/ | Journal DOI URL.: https://doi.org/10.36713/epra2013 217


https://doi.org/10.36713/epra2013

ISSN (Online): 2455-3662

~# EPRA International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research (IJMR) - Peer Reviewed Journal
| S'J Volume: 12| Issue: 4| April 2026|| Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra2013 || SJIF Impact Factor 2026: 8.753 || ISI Value: 1.188

recommendation of 1:1000. Facilities for patient
kin (waiting areas, sanitation) are missing in 60%
of government hospitals.

5. Police System and Public Grievances
e FIR Registration: In many regions, police refuse to
register FIRs to keep "crime rates low™ on paper.
Trust in police is critically low (below 40%) in
South and West Asia.
e Victim Support: Systemic failure to provide legal aid
to the poor is a major sociological concern.

6. The Paradox of Infrastructure vs. Social Reform
eRoads vs. Human Development: Governments
prioritize  "Physical  Infrastructure” (Roads,
Bridges) because it is visible and involves high-
budget contracts. However, "Social Infrastructure™
(Education, Nutrition, Mental Health) is neglected.
e Clean Drinking Water: Despite 21st-century claims,
nearly 20% to 30% of the rural Asian population
lacks access to safe, piped drinking water.
e Scheme Exclusion: Due to digital illiteracy,
nearly 35% of eligible beneficiaries remain
deprived of government welfare schemes.

7. Religion and Political Expenditure

¢ Religious Funding: Governments often allocate huge
budgets for religious monuments or pilgrimages to
secure "Vote Banks."

e Institutional ~ Wealth: Religious  organizations
(Temples, Mosques, Churches) hold billions in
assets, but their contribution to public healthcare or
modern education is often not proportionate to their
wealth.

8. Accountability and Transparency

¢ Right to Information: While many countries have
RTI laws, the "Response Rate" from governments
regarding sensitive questions (on corruption or
failure) has dropped significantly (less than 20%
effective answers).

e Reality vs. Paper: Most Asian governments show
"100% Development” on paper (Digital India,
China  Dream, etc.), but sociologically,
the marginalized sections remain stagnant.

Case Study: The Sociological & Political Crisis in
Afghanistan (2026)
1. Power Structure and Supreme Authority

e Supreme Authority: The country is governed by
the Taliban (Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan).
Absolute power rests with the Supreme Leader
(Amir-al-Mu'minin), Hibatullah Akhundzada,
who rules by decree from Kandahar.

e Wealth and Assets: While the state controls natural
resources (minerals/mines) and customs revenue,
the national economy remains fragile and largely
dependent on shrinking international humanitarian
aid.

e Constitutional ~ Status: There isno  formal
Constitution in effect. Governance is strictly based
on a fundamentalist interpretation of Sharia
(Islamic Law).

2. Bureaucracy, Corruption, and Institutional Trust

e Bureaucratic State: The civil service has been
purged of many professional experts, replaced by
religious scholars (Ulama). Bureaucracy is slow
and lacks technical modern governance skills.

e Corruption: Afghanistan remains one of the most
corrupt nations globally (ranked 169/182). While
petty bribery in some sectors has decreased due to
fear of harsh punishments, systemic corruption in
resource allocation persists.

¢ Judicial Implementation: The independent judiciary
has been abolished. It is replaced by Sharia courts
where rulings are final and often involve public
floggings or executions. The implementation of
social justice for women and minorities is near 0%.

3. Socio-Economic Realities (Poverty & Crime)

e Starvation & Poverty: Approximately 17.4 million
people (nearly 40% of the population) face acute
food insecurity. The rate of people dying due to
malnutrition or lack of basic resources is alarmingly
high.

e Unemployment: The formal job market has
collapsed, with unemployment rates exceeding 30-
35%.

e Social Evils: * Domestic Violence: Extremely high,
but officially undocumented as women have no
legal recourse or protection.

o Begging: The government has banned begging as a
"crime," yet has failed to provide food security or
employment for over 80% of the beggar
population.

4. Public Health and Mortality Crisis

e Medical Access: Only 1 in 10 people has adequate
access to healthcare. Many hospitals lack
electricity, basic medicines, and female staff (due
to work bans).

e Mortality: Thousands die annually due to preventable
diseases and lack of oxygen. The Infant Mortality
Rate is the highest in the world (approx. 101 per
1000 births).

e Facility Neglect: There are zero facilities for family
members accompanying patients in government
hospitals; most sleep on floors or outside in extreme
weather.

5. Police and Law Enforcement
e Police Trust: The police force consists of Taliban
fighters. Trust is extremely low (below 20%)
because the force focuses on moral policing rather
than civil protection.
¢ FIR Registration: Formal crime reporting (FIR) is
nearly non-existent in rural areas. Crimes are
"settled" through tribal councils or local
commanders, often ignoring the victim's rights.
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6. Infrastructure vs. Social Reform Paradox

e Roads vs. People: The government prioritizes visible
infrastructure like roads for military movement,
while social reforms (education for girls, mental
health) are completely banned or neglected.

e Drinking Water: Over 35% of the population lacks
access to clean drinking water, leading to frequent
cholera outbreaks.

e Scheme Exclusion: Government "welfare" is often
restricted to loyalists, leaving the general public and
marginalized groups entirely deprived.

7. Religious Funding & Expenditure

e Budget Allocation: A massive portion of the state
budget is diverted to Religious Madrasas and the
"Ministry for the Propagation of Virtue and
Prevention of Vice,” while the healthcare and
education sectors are starving for funds.

e Transparency: There is zero accountability. The
government refuses to answer public queries or
media investigations regarding the misuse of funds.

8. The Reality vs. Paper Gap

e Stability: On paper, the government claims "Peace
and Stability," but sociologically, it is a ""Peace of
the Grave," maintained through fear, suppression
of dissent, and the systematic erasure of women
from public life.

e Unanswered Questions: To the question "Why
haven't problems been solved?", the answer in
Afghanistan is a total lack of political will for
modern social progressin favor of extreme
ideological control.

e Sociological Insight for your
Paper: Afghanistan represents a unique case
where the Social Contract between the state
and the people is entirely broken. The system
functions as a "Theocratic Dictatorship" where
the survival of the ideology is prioritized over
the survival of the citizens.
Armenia is a unique case in the South Caucasus, transitioning
through significant democratic shifts while facing intense
geopolitical pressures.

Case Study: The Sociological & Political Analysis of
Armenia (2026)
1. Power Structure and Supreme Authority

e Supreme Authority: Armenia is a Parliamentary
Republic. The primary executive power lies with
the Prime Minister, supported by the President (a
largely ceremonial role).

e Wealth and Assets: Power is no longer concentrated
in a few "oligarchs" as it was pre-2018, but the
transition to a fully transparent economy is still
ongoing. The state’s wealth is tied to mining,
agriculture, and a rapidly growing IT sector.

e Constitutional ~ Status: The  country  follows
the Constitution of 2015 (amended). It guarantees
a multi-party system and democratic freedoms,

though implementation is often tested by "State of
Emergency" periods due to border conflicts.
2. Bureaucracy, Corruption, and Institutional Trust

e Bureaucratic Status: The bureaucracy is in a "reform
phase." While digital governance (E-gov) has
improved, the mid-level administration remains
slow and resistant to change.

e Corruption  Perception: Armenia  has  made
significant strides. Since the "Velvet Revolution,"
its rank has improved, but ""Systemic
Inertia™ remains. Petty bribery is low, but high-
level judicial corruption is still a major sociological
concern.

e Judicial Implementation: Trust in the judiciary is
relatively low (approx. 35-40%). Many citizens
feel that the courts are either influenced by the old
elite or too slow to deliver justice. There is a
backlog of thousands of civil and property-related
cases.

3. Socio-Economic Realities (Poverty & Crime)

e Poverty and Unemployment: Despite economic
growth, nearly 22-25% of the population lives
below the poverty line. Unemployment, especially
among rural youth, stays around 14-18%.

e Social Issues:

o Domestic Violence: A persistent issue, with
roughly 1 in 5 women reporting some form of
abuse. Cultural stigma often prevents formal
reporting.

o Crime Rate: Generally low compared to global
averages, but "white-collar” crime and fraud are
on the rise.

o Alcoholism: While not as extreme as in some
neighboring regions, it remains a factor in rural
health issues.

4. Public Health and Mortality Crisis

¢ Medical Access: Armenia has a centralized healthcare
system, but there is a massive gap
between Yerevan  (the capital) and  rural
provinces.

e Mortality: Deaths due to cardiovascular diseases are
high. A significant percentage of the poor
(approx. 15-20%) avoid hospitals due to the
"hidden costs" of surgeries and medicines.

e Facilities: Most government hospitals lack modern
infrastructure for patient relatives. In rural areas,
the "Doctor-to-Patient" ratio is below the required
standard, leading to delayed treatments.

5. Police and Law Enforcement

e Police Reform: The government recently introduced
a new Patrol Police system to increase
transparency. Trust has improved to about 50%b,
but concerns about "political policing" during
protests remain.

e FIR & Accountability: While FIR registration is high
in cities, rural victims often hesitate to report crimes
due to "community pressure" and a lack of faith in
the final legal outcome.

€1 2026 EPRA IJMR | http://eprajournals.com/ | Journal DOI URL.: https://doi.org/10.36713/epra2013 219


https://doi.org/10.36713/epra2013

ISSN (Online): 2455-3662

~# EPRA International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research (IJMR) - Peer Reviewed Journal
| S'J Volume: 12| Issue: 4| April 2026|| Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra2013 || SJIF Impact Factor 2026: 8.753 || ISI Value: 1.188

6. Infrastructure vs. Social Reform Paradox

e The "Road" Focus: Like many developing nations,
the government focuses heavily on North-South
Corridor roads and infrastructure for "visible
development.”

e Social Neglect: Reforms in Special
Education and Mental Health have seen less
than 10% of the required budgetary allocation.

e Drinking Water: While urban areas are covered,
roughly 15% of remote villages still struggle with
consistent access to clean, piped drinking water.

7. Religion and Political Expenditure

e The Church's Role: The Armenian Apostolic
Church is the national church. While the state is
secular, the Church holds significant land and
wealth.

e Funding Paradox: Large sums are spent on restoring
historical religious sites (often for tourism), while
the "Social Welfare" funds for refugees (from the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict) often fall short.

8. The Reality vs. Paper Gap

e The "Why" Factor: Why do problems persist? In
Armenia, it is a mix of "Geopolitical
Instability™ (spending on defense instead of social
welfare) and "'Political Polarization."

e Accountability: The government is more
"answerable™ than in the past, but many hard
questions regarding the 2020 and 2023 military
losses remain unanswered or diverted.

e Stability: The system is "Democratic but Fragile."
The paradox is that while the government has a
mandate, the "Social Anxiety" regarding national
security prevents long-term sociological progress.

e Sociological Insight: Armenia is a society
in ""Post-Conflict  Trauma." The  political
system is functioning, but the social fabric is
under stress due to external threats, leading to a
state where "survival" often takes precedence
over "systemic reform."

Azerbaijan presents a distinct sociological model characterized
by high economic growth driven by natural resources,
contrasted with a highly centralized and authoritarian political
structure.

Case Study: The Sociological & Political Analysis of
Azerbaijan (2026)
1. Power Structure and Supreme Authority

e Supreme Authority: Azerbaijan is a Presidential
Republic, but in practice, it functions as a highly
centralized authoritarian state. Power has been held
by the Aliyev family for decades.

e Wealth and Assets: The country's wealth is heavily
concentrated in the Oil and Gas sector. A
significant portion of the national budget and
strategic assets are controlled by state-aligned
holding companies and the ruling elite.

e Constitutional Status: While the Constitution of
1995 (amended) outlines a democratic framework,

the executive branch maintains absolute dominance
over the legislature and judiciary.

2. Bureaucracy, Corruption, and Institutional Trust

e Bureaucratic Status: The government has introduced
"ASAN Service" centers, which have significantly
modernized public service delivery and reduced
petty bribery for passports and licenses.

e Corruption  Perception: Despite  modernizing
services, Systemic Corruption remains high in
public procurement and the energy sector.
Azerbaijan consistently ranks low on global
transparency indices.

¢ Judicial Implementation: The judiciary is seen as an
extension of the executive. Public trust in courts for
political or high-stakes commercial cases is
below 25%. There is a significant backlog of cases
related to property rights and political dissent.

3. Socio-Economic Realities (Poverty & Crime)

e Wealth Concentration: There is a stark contrast
between the luxury of the capital, Baku, and the
poverty in rural regions. The "Top 10" business
families control a vast majority of non-oil GDP.

e Social Issues:

o Poverty: Officially, poverty is low, but
independent  sociological estimates suggest
that 15-20% of the population struggles with
basic costs of living.

o Unemployment: High among youth in the
provinces, leading to internal migration to Baku.

o Domestic Violence: Remains a "taboo™ subject;
while laws exist, traditional patriarchal structures
often prevent women from seeking legal help.

4. Public Health and Mortality Crisis

e Medical Access: Azerbaijan has moved
toward Mandatory Health Insurance, but the
quality of care in state hospitals remains
inconsistent.

e Mortality: High  rates of  respiratory and
cardiovascular issues. It is estimated that 10-
15% of rural deaths occur due to a lack of
specialized medical equipment or the inability to
pay for "extra" medical costs.

e Facilities: While Baku has world-class clinics, rural
hospitals often lack basic sanitation and
comfortable facilities for patient relatives.

5. Police and Law Enforcement

e Police Trust: The police are well-funded and highly
visible. However, trust is divided; they are seen as
efficient in maintaining "order" but are also used as
a tool to suppress political protests.

e FIR Registration: Reporting of civil crimes is
standard, but reporting against “powerful
individuals" or state officials is virtually non-
existent due to fear of retaliation.
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6. Infrastructure vs. Social Reform Paradox

e The "Baku-Centric'" Focus: Billions have been
spent on ""Grand Projects™ (skyscrapers, Formula
1 tracks, and international arenas).

e Social Neglect: Compared to "Glittering
Infrastructure,”  the  investment  in Rural
Education and Social Safety Nets for the disabled
or elderly is disproportionately low (less
than 15% of the infrastructure budget).

e Drinking Water: Despite being an energy giant,
several regions still face water shortages or lack of
modern filtration systems.

7. Religion and Political Expenditure

e Secularism  vs.  Control: Azerbaijan is a
strictly Secular State. The government funds the
construction of mosques but maintains very tight
control over religious activities to prevent "political
Islam."”

e Funding: Large funds are allocated to "Cultural
Diplomacy™" and religious tolerance forums, which
critics argue is a form of "Soft Power" to mask
human rights issues.

8. The Reality vs. Paper Gap

e The "Why" Factor: Why do problems persist despite
oil wealth? The sociological reason s
the ""Resource Curse"—where wealth from oil
reduces the government's need to be accountable to
the taxpayers.

e Accountability: Public questioning of  the
government is extremely risky. Media is largely
state-controlled, and the response rate to
"uncomfortable” public inquiries is near 0%.

e Stability: The system is "Highly Stable" but
"Inflexible." The stability is maintained through
economic patronage for the elite and a strong
security apparatus for the public.

e Sociological Insight: Azerbaijan is a ""Rentier
State.” The government provides a certain level
of basic infrastructure and security in exchange
for the public's political silence. This creates a
"Managed Reality" where the statistics on paper
rarely reflect the social frustrations of the rural
population.

Case Study: The Sociological & Political Analysis of
Bahrain (2026)
1. Power Structure and Supreme Authority

e Supreme Authority: Bahrain is a Constitutional
Monarchy. The King (Hamad bin lIsa Al
Khalifa) holds ultimate authority, including
appointing the Prime Minister and judges.

e Wealth and Assets: The wealth is largely tied to Oil,
Natural Gas, and Aluminum. The Royal Family
and a few elite merchant families control the
majority of the nation’s strategic assets and
sovereign wealth funds.

¢ Constitutional Status: The Constitution of
2002 establishes a bicameral parliament, but the

upper house (Consultative Council) is appointed by
the King, giving the monarchy significant control
over legislation.

2. Bureaucracy, Corruption, and Institutional Trust

e Bureaucratic Status: Bahrain has one of the most
efficient bureaucracies in the region, with high
levels of Digitalization. Government services are
streamlined through the "eGovernment" portal.

e Corruption  Perception: Compared to global
standards, petty corruption is very low.
However, "Wasta'" (nepotism or using
connections) is a significant sociological factor in
high-level job appointments and business contracts.

e Judicial Implementation: The judiciary is seen as
professional but lacks total independence from the
executive. Public trust in the legal system is
around 45-50%, often divided along sectarian
lines.

3. Socio-Economic Realities (Poverty & Crime)
¢ Wealth Disparity: While the GDP per capita is high,
there is a visible gap between the wealthy elite and
the working-class citizens.
e Social Issues:

o Poverty: Absolute poverty is rare, but "Relative
Poverty" exists among some local families. The
government provides extensive subsidies for
housing and food.

o Unemployment: Youth unemployment is a
concern, leading to "Bahrainization" policies
(prioritizing locals for jobs).

o Domestic Violence: Laws have been
strengthened (e.g., Law No. 17 of 2015), but
many cases go unreported due to the conservative
social fabric.

4. Public Health and Mortality Crisis

e Medical Access: Bahrain offers Universal
Healthcare for its citizens. The infrastructure is
modern, but the increasing cost of specialized
treatments is a budgetary challenge.

e Mortality: Lifestyle diseases like Diabetes and
Obesity-related heart conditions are the leading
causes of death.

e Facilities: Patient facilities are generally excellent.
However, there is a heavy reliance on expatriate
doctors and nurses, with the local-to-expat medical
staff ratio still being balanced.

5. Police and Law Enforcement

e Police Trust: The Ministry of Interior maintains a
very strong and well-funded police force. Trust
levels vary; they are seen as highly effective in
maintaining safety but have faced international
scrutiny regarding the handling of political dissent.

e FIR Registration: Crime reporting is highly
organized and digital. Crime rates are among the
lowest in the world, making it a very safe country
for residents and tourists.

€1 2026 EPRA IJMR | http://eprajournals.com/ | Journal DOI URL.: https://doi.org/10.36713/epra2013 221


https://doi.org/10.36713/epra2013

ISSN (Online): 2455-3662

~# EPRA International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research (IJMR) - Peer Reviewed Journal
| S'J Volume: 12| Issue: 4| April 2026|| Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra2013 || SJIF Impact Factor 2026: 8.753 || ISI Value: 1.188

6. Infrastructure vs. Social Reform Paradox

¢ Physical Infrastructure: Massive investments have
been made in Reclaimed Land, Luxury Resorts,
and the King Fahd Causeway.

e Social Reform: While women’s rights and labor
reforms (like the Flexi-permit for expats) have
progressed, Political Reforms have slowed down
since the 2011 unrest.

e Drinking Water: As a desert nation, Bahrain
is 100% dependent on Desalination. While water
is available to all, the environmental cost and long-
term sustainability are major concerns.

7. Religion and Political Expenditure

¢ Religious Dynamics: Bahrain is a Muslim-majority
country with a unique sectarian mix. The state
funds both Mosques and Sharia-compliant
institutions.

e Tolerance: Bahrain prides itself on "Religious
Tolerance,"” being one of the few Gulf states with a
native Christian, Jewish, and Hindu population and
dedicated places of worship for them.

8. The Reality vs. Paper Gap

e The "Why" Factor: Why do social tensions persist
despite wealth? The sociological reason is
the "'Sectarian and Political Divide." Economic
benefits often feel unequally distributed to different
social segments.

e Accountability: The parliament can question
ministers, but the "Response Rate" on sensitive
political or security-related issues remains limited.

e Stability: The system is ""Highly Stable" due to
strong internal security and support from regional
allies (like Saudi Arabia), but the "Social Harmony"
is managed through a delicate balance of subsidies
and state control.

e Sociological Insight: Bahrain is a "Global
Hub in a Traditional Shell.”" It successfully
balances a modern financial economy with
traditional monarchical rule, but its primary
challenge remains the long-term integration of
its diverse social and sectarian groups into a
unified political identity.
Bangladesh has undergone significant political and social
upheaval in recent years. As of 2026, the country is in a state of
transition following the major political shifts of 2024-2025.

Case Study: The Sociological & Political Analysis of
Bangladesh (2026)
1. Power Structure and Supreme Authority
e Supreme  Authority: Bangladesh is  currently
governed under an Interim/Transitional
Framework following the fall of the previous
long-standing regime. Power is shared between a
civilian administration, backed by student
movements, and a highly influential Military.
e Wealth and Assets: The country's wealth is centered
in the Ready-Made Garment (RMG) sector.
However, decades of "crony capitalism" have

concentrated billions in the hands of a few "Top 10"
business tycoons linked to the previous ruling
party, many of whom are now under investigation.
e Constitutional Status: The Constitution of
1972 (amended) is currently under review. There is
an ongoing national debate about restructuring the
parliamentary system to prevent future autocracy.

2. Bureaucracy, Corruption, and Institutional Trust

e Bureaucratic Status: The bureaucracy is undergoing
a "cleaning process." Many top-level officials were
removed due to political affiliations. This has
caused a temporary slowdown in administrative
efficiency.

e Corruption Perception: Systemic corruption
remains the biggest challenge. While petty bribery
is being fought by student-led monitoring, high-
level Money Laundering (estimated at billions of
dollars annually) has crippled the banking sector.

e Judicial Implementation: Public trust in the
judiciary is low (approx. 30%). There is a massive
backlog of over 4 million cases. The system is
struggling to remain independent from political
influence.

3. Socio-Economic Realities (Poverty & Crime)

e Wealth Disparity: While Bangladesh was a
"development miracle” on paper, the gap between
the ultra-rich in Dhaka and the rural poor has
widened.

e Social Issues:

o Poverty: Roughly 18-20% of the population
lives below the poverty line, with inflation
making basic food items unaffordable for many.

o Unemployment: Graduate unemployment is a
"critical crisis," leading to the massive student
protests that changed the government.

o Domestic Violence: Reported in nearly 50% of
households in  some surveys, with legal
implementation for women’s protection remains
below 10% effective.

4. Public Health and Mortality Crisis

e Medical Access: Healthcare is a mix of expensive
private hospitals and overcrowded government
facilities.

e Mortality: High rates of death due to Water-borne
diseases and Dengue outbreaks. It is estimated
that 20% of poor patients die because they cannot
afford ICU costs or life-saving medicines.

e Facilities: Government hospitals often lack beds,
forcing patients to stay on floors. Facilities for
relatives (waiting rooms, clean toilets) are almost
non-existent in 70% of state-run hospitals.

5. Police and Law Enforcement
e Police Trust: This is at an all-time low (below 20%6).
The police were seen as a tool of oppression by the
previous regime. The force is currently being
"rebranded," but public fear remains high.
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e FIR Registration: During political instability, FIR
registration for common crimes dropped as police
feared public backlash. Thousands of victims of
political violence are still waiting for their cases to
be filed.

6. Infrastructure vs. Social Reform Paradox

e Mega-Projects: The previous government built
massive structures like the Padma
Bridge and Metro Rail. While these are "great
works," they came at the cost of massive foreign
debt.

e Social Neglect: While roads were built, the Primary
Education and Rural Healthcare systems
received less than 2% of the GDP, leading to a
"hollow" development model.

e Drinking Water: In coastal areas, salinity has made
water undrinkable. Nearly 25 million people lack
access to safe drinking water.

7. Religion and Political Expenditure

e Religious Dynamics: Bangladesh is a Muslim-
majority secular state, but religious identity has
become a central political tool.

e Funding: Large amounts were spent on building
"Model Mosques,” while funding for minority
protection and secular social reforms has often been
sidelined or ignored to avoid upsetting conservative
groups.

8. The Reality vs. Paper Gap

e The "Why"" Factor: Why do problems persist? The
sociological reason is ""Institutional
Decay." When institutions (Election Commission,
Police, Courts) are used for party gain, they stop
serving the people.

e Accountability: For the first time in a decade, the
"Response Rate" to public questions is increasing
due to social media and student activism, but the
transition to a stable democracy is still "Unstable."”

e Stability: The country is in a "Revolutionary
Transition.” The old "Stability" was forced; the
new "Stability" is yet to be established through a
fair election.

e Sociological Insight: Bangladesh is a society
in ""Rebirth." The core paradox is that while
the economy has the potential to grow,
the "Crisis of Trust" in the political class
makes every reform difficult. The people are no
longer willing to accept "Development without
Democracy."

Case Study: The Sociological & Political Analysis of Bhutan
(2026)
1. Power Structure and Supreme Authority
e Supreme Authority: Bhutan is a Constitutional
Monarchy. The King (Druk Gyalpo), Jigme
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, is the Head of State.
While he is highly revered, executive power is

exercised by the Prime Minister and the Council
of Ministers.

¢ Wealth and Assets: The country’s wealth is primarily
driven by Hydropower exports to India, Tourism,
and Agriculture. Unlike many Asian neighbors,
Bhutan does not have a "Top 10 Industrialists"
culture; instead, major industries are state-linked or
governed by royal welfare foundations to ensure
equitable distribution.

¢ Constitutional Status: The Constitution of
2008 transitioned Bhutan from an absolute
monarchy to a democratic multi-party system. It
mandates that 60% of the land must remain under
forest cover, showing a unique constitutional
commitment to the environment.

2. Bureaucracy, Corruption, and Institutional Trust

e Bureaucratic Status: Bhutan’s  bureaucracy is
relatively small, professional, and efficient. It is
guided by the principle of "Gross National
Happiness" rather than just economic output.

e Corruption Perception: Bhutan is the cleanest
country in South Asia. As of 2026, it ranks 18th
globally in the Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI).
Petty bribery is virtually non-existent.

e Judicial Implementation: The judiciary is trusted
(approx. 75-80% trust levels). The legal system is
a mix of traditional Buddhist laws and English
common law. While cases are fewer than in India
or Bangladesh, the system is noted for its fairness
and accessibility.

3. Socio-Economic Realities (Poverty & Crime)
¢ Wealth Disparity: While inequality exists, it is much
lower than in other Asian countries. The state
ensures that development reaches the remotest

"Gewogs" (village blocks).

e Social Issues:

o Poverty: About 12% of the population lives
below the national poverty line, mostly in rural
areas.

o Unemployment: Youth unemployment is a
growing challenge (approx. 17-20%), leading
many young Bhutanese to migrate to countries
like Australia for better opportunities.

o Crime & Violence: Crime rates are extremely
low. Domestic violence exists but is being
actively addressed through NGOs like RENEW
(Respect, Educate, Nurture and Empower
Women).

4. Public Health and Mortality Crisis

e Medical Access: Healthcare is 100% Free for all
citizens, funded by the state. The government
prioritizes "Primary Healthcare."

e Mortality: Bhutan has made massive strides in
reducing infant and maternal mortality. Life
expectancy has risen significantly to over 72 years.

e Facilities: While modern equipment is concentrated
in Thimphu, the "Basic Health Units" (BHUSs) in
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villages are remarkably effective for primary care.
Deaths due to a lack of money for treatment are
almost zero because of the state-funded system.

5. Police and Law Enforcement

e Police Trust: The Royal Bhutan Police is seen more
as a community service force. Trust levels are high
(above 70%).

e FIR & Crimes: Crime is low; hence, FIR registration
is straightforward. The police are rarely accused of
"refusing” to register cases, unlike in more corrupt
systems.

6. Infrastructure vs. Social Reform Paradox

e Development  Model: Bhutan  avoids  "Grand
Infrastructure™ that harms the environment. They
prioritize "High Value, Low Volume' tourism
and sustainable roads.

e Social Reform: Spending  on Education and
Health is among the highest in the region as a
percentage of GDP.

¢ Drinking Water: Nearly 98-99% of the population
has access to improved water sources, though "24/7
supply" in some rural areas remains a goal.

7. Religion and Political Expenditure

o State Religion: Vajrayana Buddhism plays a central
role. The state provides financial support to
the Monastic Body (Dratshang Lhentshog).

e Funding: Religious expenditure is high, but it is
viewed as "Cultural Preservation” rather than
political pandering. Temples (Dzongs) also serve as
administrative hubs.

8. The Reality vs. Paper Gap

e The ""Why"* Factor: Why is Bhutan successful where
others fail? The sociological reason is ""National
Identity and Discipline.” The small population
and strong cultural bond between the King and the
people create a sense of accountability.

e Accountability: The  government is  highly
responsive. Issues are discussed in the "National
Assembly" with transparency.

o Stability: Bhutan is ""Extremely Stable." However,
the 2026 sociological concern is the ""Brain
Drain"—the mass migration of educated youth—
which poses a risk to the country's future human
capital.

e Sociological Insight: Bhutan is a ""'Success of
the Small.” It proves that a nation can achieve
high social standards (Health, Trust, Low
Corruption) without being a global economic
superpower. The "Paradox" here is not between
the rich and poor, but between Traditional
Values and Modern Aspirations of its youth.

Case Study: The Sociological & Political Analysis of Brunei
(2026)
1. Power Structure and Supreme Authority

e Supreme  Authority: Brunei is  an Absolute

Monarchy. The Sultan (Hassanal Bolkiah) is the

Head of State, Head of Government (Prime
Minister), Minister of Defense, and Minister of
Finance. He holds absolute executive authority.

e Wealth and Assets: The country’s wealth comes
almost entirely from Oil and Natural Gas. The
Sultan is one of the wealthiest individuals in the
world. There is no income tax for citizens, and the
state provides almost everything.

¢ Constitutional Status: While there is a Constitution
(1959), most of it has been suspended since 1962.
The Sultan rules by emergency decree. The state
ideology is ""Malay Islamic Monarchy" (MIB).

2. Bureaucracy, Corruption, and Institutional Trust

e Bureaucratic Status: The bureaucracy is highly loyal
to the Monarchy. Most citizens work in the public
sector (Government jobs), which ensures social
stability but limits private innovation.

e Corruption Perception: Brunei is relatively clean
compared to its neighbors. It ranks well in
transparency (around 35th-40th globally). Petty
bribery is rare because government servants are
well-paid.

¢ Judicial Implementation: The legal system is dual—
Common Law (British style) and Sharia Law. In
2019, Brunei implemented strict Sharia Penal
Codes. The Judiciary is not independent of the
Sultan's will, but for civil matters, it is considered
efficient.

3. Socio-Economic Realities (Poverty & Crime)

e Wealth  Distribution: Brunei is a "'Shellfare
State' (Welfare funded by Shell Oil). Citizens
enjoy free education, free healthcare, and
subsidized housing/fuel.

e Social Issues:

o Poverty: Absolute poverty is almost 0%.
However, there is a small segment of "stateless"
residents (mostly ethnic Chinese) who do not
enjoy full citizen benefits.

o Unemployment: Youth unemployment is a
concern as the government can no longer absorb
every graduate into the public sector.

o Crime: Crime rates are among the lowest in Asia.
Strict laws and a comfortable lifestyle keep
criminal activities at a minimum.

4. Public Health and Mortality Crisis

e Medical Access: Healthcare is100% Free for all
citizens. If a specific treatment is not available in
Brunei, the government pays for the patient to be
flown to Singapore or Malaysia.

e Mortality: Life expectancy is high (over 77 years).
Deaths due to lack of money or medicine are non-
existent in Brunei.

e Facilities: Hospitals are world-class. Facilities for
patient relatives are excellent compared to any
other Asian country.
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5. Police and Law Enforcement

e Police Trust: The Royal Brunei Police Force is highly
respected. Since the crime rate is very low, the
police focus more on "Moral Policing” and
maintaining public order.

eFIR & Accountability: Registration of FIRs is
systematic. However, any crime or criticism against
the Royal Family is treated as "Sedition" and
handled with extreme severity.

6. Infrastructure vs. Social Reform Paradox

e Infrastructure: The government has built massive
mosques, palaces, and bridges (like the Sultan Haji
Omar Ali Saifuddien Bridge).

e Social Reform: While physical infrastructure is top-
tier, Political Reform is 0%. There are no elections
and no political parties.

e Drinking Water: 100% of the population has access
to safe, piped drinking water and modern sanitation.

7. Religion and Political Expenditure
o State Religion: Shafi'i Sunni Islam. Huge amounts of
state funds are spent on religious infrastructure and
the ""Religious Police™ (KDN).
e Funding: Unlike other nations where religious
funding is for "votes,” in Brunei, it is used to
maintain the "Divine Right" of the Sultan to rule.

8. The Reality vs. Paper Gap

e The "Why" Factor: Why is there no unrest? The
sociological answer is " The Golden
Handcuffs.” As long as the Sultan provides free
healthcare, education, and no taxes, the public
remains politically silent.

e Accountability: The Sultan is not answerable to the
people. There is no parliament to question his
spending. The "Response Rate" to public
grievances is high for basic needs but zero for
political rights.

e Stability: Brunei is "Extremely Stable.” The only
long-term threat is the depletion of oil reserves,
which might force the government to introduce
taxes and, consequently, face demands for
democracy.

e Sociological Insight: Brunei is a ''Rentier

Paradise." Itis a unique example where the state
"buys" the loyalty of its citizens through extreme
welfare. The "Paradox" here is that while people
have total economic security, they have zero
political freedom.

'Absolute Monarchy with Welfare'

Case Study: The Sociological & Political Analysis of

Cambodia (2026)

1. Power Structure and Supreme Authority

e Supreme Authority: Cambodia is a Constitutional
Monarchy, but in reality, it functions as a One-
Party State. After ruling for nearly 40 years, Hun
Sen handed over the Prime Ministership to his
son, Hun Manet, in 2023.

¢ Wealth and Assets: Wealth is heavily concentrated in
the hands of the "Ruling Elite" and a few Tycoons
(Okhna) who have close ties to the ruling
Cambodian People's Party (CPP).

¢ Constitutional Status: The Constitution of
1993 guarantees democracy and human rights, but
these are often bypassed. The opposition parties
have been systematically banned or sidelined,
making elections a formality.

2. Bureaucracy, Corruption, and Institutional Trust

e Bureaucratic Status: The bureaucracy is deeply
politicized. Government jobs are often given based
on party loyalty rather than merit.

e Corruption Perception: Corruption is a major
systemic issue. Cambodia ranks among the lowest
in Southeast Asia (approx. 150th globally) on the
Corruption Perceptions Index. Bribery is common
in everything from land titles to business licenses.

¢ Judicial Implementation: The judiciary is seen as a
tool of the executive. Public trust in courts is very
low (below 25%). Many land dispute cases and
political trials remain biased toward the powerful.

3. Socio-Economic Realities (Poverty & Crime)

e Wealth Disparity: While the capital, Phnom Penh,
is seeing a boom in luxury condos, the rural
population remains poor.

e Social Issues:

o Poverty: About 17-20% of the population lives
below the poverty line. Many families are
trapped in a cycle of debt due to predatory
microfinance loans.

o Human Trafficking: A serious sociological
concern, with high rates of forced labor and
"scam centers" run by international criminal
syndicates.

o Domestic Violence: Cultural norms often
discourage reporting, and legal enforcement for
women's protection is less than 15% effective.

4. Public Health and Mortality Crisis

e Medical Access: Healthcare quality is low in
government hospitals. The wealthy travel to
Vietnam, Thailand, or Singapore for treatment.

e Mortality: High rates of maternal mortality compared
to neighbors. It is estimated that 25% of rural
deaths occur due to a lack of basic medical
equipment or delayed treatment because patients
cannot afford the upfront "informal fees."

e Facilities: Government hospitals are overcrowded,
and facilities for patient relatives are extremely
poor, often requiring them to cook and clean for the
patient themselves.

5. Police and Law Enforcement
e Police Trust: Trust is low (around 30%). The police
are often seen as protecting the interests of the rich
and the ruling party rather than the common citizen.
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¢ FIR & Accountability: Victims often do not file FIRs
because they believe they will be asked for bribes
to proceed with the investigation.

6. Infrastructure vs. Social Reform Paradox

e The ""China-Backed" Focus: Massive infrastructure
projects—Ilike the Expressways, Airports, and
Funan Techo Canal—are being built, mostly
funded by Chinese loans.

e Social Neglect: While bridges are being built,
the Public Education system is struggling with
low teacher salaries and high dropout rates.

¢ Drinking Water: Access to clean water has improved
in cities, but nearly 25% of the rural
population still lacks safe, piped drinking water.

7. Religion and Political Expenditure

e State  Religion: Theravada  Buddhism.  The
government provides significant funding for
Pagodas (Wats).

e Funding: Religious sites are often used for political
campaigning. The ruling party builds temples to
gain "Merit" and social legitimacy among the rural
masses.

8. The Reality vs. Paper Gap

e The "Why" Factor: Why do problems persist? The
sociological reason is ""Dynastic Politics.” When
power is passed from father to son, the system
focuses on "Regime Survival" rather than
"Systemic Reform."

e Accountability: Media freedom is almost non-
existent. Independent journalists have been jailed,
making the government's response rate to public
criticism near 0%.

e Stability: The system is ""Forced Stability." While
there is no open conflict, there is significant
underlying social tension due to land grabbing and
inequality.

e Sociological Insight: Cambodia is
a "'Patronage Society." Everything—from
jobs to justice—runs on personal connections to
the ruling party. The "Paradox" here is a
modern-looking infrastructure built on a Neo-
Feudal social structure where the common man
has little say in governance.

Case Study: The Sociological & Political Analysis of China
(2026)
1. Power Structure and Supreme Authority
e Supreme Authority: The Communist Party of
China (CPC) holds absolute power. The President
(Xi Jinping) is the General Secretary of the CPC
and Chairman of the Central Military Commission.
He has eliminated term limits, effectively allowing
him to rule for life.
e Wealth and Assets: China has a''State-Led
Capitalism' model. While there are private
billionaires (like Jack Ma), the state retains control

over all land and strategic industries (Banking,
Energy, Telecom).

e Constitutional Status: The Constitution of
1982 (amended in 2018) defines China as a
socialist state under the "People's Democratic
Dictatorship." In reality, the Party is above the
Constitution and the law.

2. Bureaucracy, Corruption, and Institutional Trust

e Bureaucratic Status: China has a massive and highly
disciplined bureaucracy. Promotion is based on
a Meritocratic system, where officials must meet
economic and social targets to rise.

e Corruption Perception: President Xi’s "Anti-
Corruption Campaign" has punished millions of
officials. While petty bribery has
decreased, ""Political Corruption™ (loyalty to
factions) remains a key tool for maintaining power.

e Judicial Implementation: The judiciary is a branch
of the Party. The conviction rate is over 99%.
Public trust in courts for local civil matters is
moderate, but for cases involving the State or Party,
there is no independence.

3. Socio-Economic Realities (Poverty & Crime)

e Wealth Disparity: Despite becoming a "moderately
prosperous society," the gap between urban coastal
cities (Shanghai, Shenzhen) and rural inland
provinces is vast. The Top 1% holds about 30%o of
the national wealth.

e Social Issues:

o Poverty: China officially claims to have
eliminated ""Absolute  Poverty," but "Relative
Poverty" remains, with millions living on low
wages.

o Unemployment: Youth unemployment is a major
crisis (estimated over 20%), leading to the "Lying
Flat" (Tang Ping) social movement.

o Domestic Violence: The first anti-domestic
violence law was passed in 2016, but cultural
"privacy" norms often hinder enforcement.

4. Public Health and Mortality Crisis

e Medical Access: China has a tiered healthcare system.
Major cities have world-class hospitals, but rural
healthcare is basic. Nearly 95% of the population
has basic state insurance, but it doesn't cover major
surgeries or chronic illnesses fully.

e Mortality: High rates of death due to Respiratory
diseases (linked to pollution) and an aging
population.

e Facilities: Hospitals are notoriously overcrowded.
Relatives often have to provide basic care and
meals for patients. However, the use of Digital
Health/Al in hospitals is the highest in Asia.

5. Police and Law Enforcement
e Surveillance State: China has the world’s most
advanced surveillance system (CCTV, Facial
Recognition, Social Credit System).
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e Police Trust: Trust is high among those who follow
the rules, as crime rates (robbery, theft) are very
low. However, for those seen as "dissenters," the
police (Public Security Bureau) are a source of
extreme fear.

eFIR & Crimes: "Social Harmony" is prioritized.
Crimes are dealt with swiftly, but political "crimes"
are often processed in secret.

6. Infrastructure vs. Social Reform Paradox

e The “Infrastructure King': China has built the
world's largest High-Speed Rail network, massive
dams, and entire "Smart Cities."”

o Social Neglect: While physical infrastructure is 22nd-
century, Social ~ Reforms (like  the  Hukou
system/residency permits) still limit rural migrants'
access to urban schools and hospitals.

e Drinking Water: Massive "South-to-North Water

Diversion” projects exist, yet water
pollution remains a critical health hazard for
millions.

7. Religion and Political Expenditure

e Atheist State: The CPC is officially atheist. It
monitors and controls all religious activities.

e Sinicization: Large amounts are spent on "Sinicizing"
religion (making Islam, Christianity, and Buddhism
align with Party ideology). This includes the highly
controversial "re-education™ efforts in regions like
Xinjiang.

8. The Reality vs. Paper Gap

e The "Why" Factor: Why do problems persist? The
sociological reason is "Top-Down
Governance." Orders  from the top are
implemented ruthlessly, but local grievances are
often suppressed to keep the "image" of success.

e Accountability: The government is responsive
to Economic  complaints (to  prevent riots)
but Zero-responsive to Political demands.

e Stability: The system is "'Brittle Stability." It looks
incredibly strong from the outside, but any major
economic slowdown could trigger massive social
unrest due to the lack of a democratic "vent."

e Sociological Insight: Chinaisa ""Performance-
Based Meritocracy." The people have accepted
the loss of political freedom in exchange for
economic growth. The "Paradox™ here is that as
the  economy slows, the Party s
increasing Digital ~ Surveillance to  replace
"Economic Consent” with "Technological
Control."
"Technocratic Authoritarianism’
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