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ABSTRACT
Begum Rokeya (1880-1932) emerged as one of the most influential pioneers of women’s education and emancipation in colonial
India. This study explores her philosophy of education as a tool of liberation and its impact on women’s empowerment, particularly
among Muslim women in Bengal. Using qualitative and historical methods, the research examines Rokeya’s writings, institutional
contributions, and socio-cultural interventions. The findings reveal that Rokeya conceptualized education not merely as literacy
but as a transformative force enabling intellectual freedom, social participation, and resistance against patriarchy. Her initiatives,
such as the establishment of girls” schools and her literary works like Sultana’s Dream, significantly contributed to reshaping gender
discourse in colonial India. The study concludes that Rokeya’s ideas remain relevant for contemporary gender equality and

educational reforms.

1. INTRODUCTION

The question of women’s empowerment in colonial India
cannot be meaningfully addressed without examining the
structural denial of education that shaped women’s lives for
centuries. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
Indian society—particularly in Bengal—was marked by rigid
gender hierarchies reinforced through social customs, religious
interpretations, and colonial power dynamics. Women were
largely confined to the domestic sphere, denied access to formal
education, and excluded from intellectual and public life.
Among Muslim communities, the situation was often more
restrictive due to the strict observance of purdah and limited
institutional support for female education. It was within this
deeply unequal socio-cultural context that Begum Rokeya
emerged as a transformative figure who redefined the purpose
and power of education.

Rokeya’s intellectual intervention was both radical and
pragmatic. At a time when women’s education was either
neglected or viewed with suspicion, she forcefully argued that
ignorance—not religion or tradition—was the root cause of
women’s subjugation. She challenged dominant narratives that
justified women’s inferiority and instead posited that the denial
of education had systematically weakened women’s capacity
for self-expression, critical thinking, and social participation.
For Rokeya, education was not merely the acquisition of
literacy or domestic skills; it was a comprehensive process of
awakening consciousness, fostering rationality, and enabling
women to question oppressive structures.

What makes Rokeya’s contribution particularly significant is
her holistic understanding of education as a tool of liberation.
She did not limit her vision to academic instruction but
emphasized moral, social, and intellectual development.
Education, in her view, had to cultivate self-respect,
independence, and a sense of agency among women. This
perspective aligns closely with modern notions of

transformative education, where learning is seen as a means of
empowering individuals to reshape their social realities. By
advocating such a vision, Rokeya anticipated later feminist and
educational theories that emphasize the emancipatory potential
of knowledge.

In addition to her philosophical arguments, Rokeya’s work was
grounded in concrete action. The establishment of the Sakhawat
Memorial Girls’ School in Kolkata marked a significant
milestone in the history of women’s education in South Asia.
This institution not only provided formal education to girls but
also symbolized resistance against societal norms that restricted
female mobility and intellectual growth. Rokeya’s efforts in
creating a supportive learning environment for girls
demonstrated her belief that institutional change was essential
for achieving broader social transformation. Her educational
initiatives were particularly important for Muslim women, who
had been largely excluded from reform movements led by male
elites.

Rokeya’s literary contributions further strengthened her role as
an agent of change. Through essays, speeches, and creative
works such as Sultana’s Dream, she articulated a powerful
critique of patriarchy and envisioned alternative social
arrangements based on equality and justice. In Sultana’s Dream,
she imagines a utopian society—"“Ladyland”—where women
lead in science, governance, and innovation, while men are
confined to the domestic sphere. This inversion of gender roles
not only exposes the irrationality of patriarchal norms but also
highlights the transformative potential of education and
scientific progress. Her writings thus served as both a critique
of existing inequalities and a blueprint for a more equitable
society.

Moreover, Rokeya’s contributions must be understood within
the broader context of colonial modernity. The colonial period
in India witnessed significant social and educational reforms,
yet these were often shaped by male perspectives and limited in
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their reach. While reformers such as Raja Ram Mohan Roy and
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar advocated for women’s rights, their
approaches sometimes remained confined to upper-caste Hindu
women. Rokeya, on the other hand, addressed the specific
challenges faced by Muslim women, thereby expanding the
scope of the reform movement. Her work represents an
important intersection of gender, religion, and education,
highlighting the need for inclusive and context-sensitive
approaches to empowerment.

Another crucial aspect of Rokeya’s thought is her emphasis on
the relationship between education and socio-economic
independence. She recognized that without economic
empowerment, educational gains would remain incomplete. By
promoting skills, critical awareness, and self-reliance, she
sought to enable women to participate actively in economic and
social life. This multidimensional approach to empowerment
underscores the depth of her vision and its relevance to
contemporary development frameworks, including gender
equality initiatives and the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

Despite the passage of time, the issues Rokeya addressed
continue to resonate in modern society. Gender disparities in
education, though reduced, still persist in various forms,
particularly in marginalized communities. The persistence of
social norms that limit women’s autonomy highlights the
continuing relevance of Rokeya’s ideas. Her emphasis on
education as a means of liberation offers valuable insights for
policymakers, educators, and social reformers seeking to
promote inclusive and equitable development.

In light of these considerations, this study aims to critically
examine Begum Rokeya’s contributions to women’s
empowerment through the lens of education as liberation. By
analyzing her philosophical ideas, institutional efforts, and
literary works, the research seeks to highlight the enduring
significance of her legacy. It also attempts to situate her
contributions within both historical and contemporary
frameworks, thereby demonstrating how her vision continues
to inspire efforts toward gender equality and social justice.

Thus, the expanded introduction establishes that Begum
Rokeya was not merely an advocate of women’s education but
a visionary thinker who transformed education into a powerful
instrument of liberation. Her work represents a critical turning
point in the history of women’s empowerment in colonial India
and continues to offer profound lessons for the present and the
future.

2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The scholarly discourse on Begum Rokeya highlights her as a
pioneering figure who connected education with women’s
emancipation in colonial India. Early historical analyses, such
as Hasan (1994), emphasize the socio-religious constraints that
limited Muslim women’s access to education, providing the
backdrop against which Rokeya’s work becomes particularly
significant. Building on this context, Sarkar (2001) situates
gender inequality within the broader framework of colonial
modernity, arguing that reform movements often failed to
address the intersection of gender and community-specific
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issues. In contrast, Rokeya’s contributions are noted for directly
engaging with the marginalization of Muslim women, thus
filling a critical gap in reformist discourse.

Subsequent studies have focused more explicitly on Rokeya’s
educational philosophy and activism. Bagchi (2010) interprets
her work as a blend of intellectual resistance and practical
reform, highlighting her belief that education fosters critical
consciousness and social participation. Similarly, Hasan and
Menon (2005) discuss the structural inequalities in colonial
education systems and note that Rokeya’s initiatives challenged
these barriers by advocating inclusive and accessible learning
opportunities for women. Sengupta (2018) further explores how
her efforts contributed to the gradual transformation of gender
norms in Bengal, particularly by encouraging women’s entry
into public and intellectual spaces.

A significant body of literature also examines Rokeya’s literary
contributions as instruments of empowerment. Rao (2013) and
Hasanat (2013) analyze Sultana’s Dream as a feminist utopian
text that subverts patriarchal norms through role reversal and
imaginative reconstruction of society. These studies argue that
Rokeya used literature not only as a form of critique but also as
a pedagogical tool to inspire change. Quayum (2020) extends
this argument by emphasizing her role in literary activism,
suggesting that her writings created a discourse of resistance
that complemented her educational initiatives. Mitra and
Mallick (2024) similarly highlight the transformative potential
of literature in shaping social attitudes, positioning Rokeya’s
work within a broader tradition of reformist writing.

Recent research has increasingly adopted interdisciplinary
perspectives to analyze Rokeya’s legacy. Ahmed (2015)
compares her contributions with those of other reformers,
concluding that her approach to education was uniquely
feminist and inclusive. Khan (2025) and Miah (2025)
emphasize her role in developing feminist consciousness
among women, particularly through her insistence on education
as a means of intellectual liberation. Khatun (2023) provides
empirical insights into her contributions to Muslim women’s
education, demonstrating the long-term impact of her initiatives
on social mobility. Mondal (2023) introduces a critical
perspective by linking Rokeya’s ideas with Marxist
interpretations of oppression, thereby expanding the theoretical
framework for understanding her work.

More recent studies, such as Sk (2026), reaffirm the centrality
of education in Rokeya’s thought, arguing that her vision
anticipated modern concepts of empowerment and gender
equality. Collectively, these studies establish that Rokeya’s
contributions were multifaceted, encompassing educational
reform, literary activism, and social critique. However, while
existing literature has examined these dimensions individually,
there remains a need for integrated analyses that highlight the
interconnectedness of her philosophy, practice, and impact.
This study seeks to address this gap by presenting a
comprehensive understanding of education as liberation in
Rokeya’s work and its significance for women’s empowerment
in both historical and contemporary contexts.
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3. DEFINITIONS OF KEY TERMS

3.1 Education as Liberation

Education as liberation refers to learning that enables
individuals to overcome social and intellectual oppression. For
Begum Rokeya, education empowered women to think
critically, challenge injustice, and gain independence.

3.2 Women’s Empowerment

Women’s empowerment is the process through which women
gain the ability to make decisions, access opportunities, and
achieve equality. It includes education, economic
independence, and social participation.

3.3 Patriarchy

Patriarchy is a social system where men hold dominant power,
limiting women'’s rights and opportunities through cultural and
institutional practices.

3.4 Purdah

Purdah is the practice of female seclusion that restricts women’s
mobility and interaction, often limiting their access to education
and public life.

3.5 Colonial India

Colonial India refers to the period of British rule (1757-1947),
marked by social inequalities and limited educational
opportunities for women.

3.6 Feminist Consciousness

Feminist consciousness is the awareness of gender inequality
and the need to challenge discrimination and promote women’s
rights.

3.7 Social Reform

Social reform involves efforts to improve society by addressing
injustice and inequality, including promoting women’s
education.

3.8 Gender Equality
Gender equality means equal rights, opportunities, and
responsibilities for all genders in all areas of life.

4. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
1. To analyze Rokeya’s philosophy of education as

liberation.

2. To examine her contribution to women’s
empowerment.

3. To study her critique of patriarchal structures.

4. To evaluate her institutional and literary contributions.

5. To assess her relevance in contemporary society.

5. METHODOLOGY

The present study adopts a qualitative, historical, and analytical
research design to examine the idea of education as liberation
in the works and contributions of Begum Rokeya. Since the
research focuses on philosophical ideas, historical
developments, and social transformation, a qualitative
approach is most appropriate for gaining an in-depth
understanding rather than numerical measurement.

5.1 Research Approach

The study is primarily interpretative and descriptive in nature.
It seeks to interpret Rokeya’s educational philosophy and
analyze how her ideas contributed to women’s empowerment
in colonial India. The research also uses a historical approach
to understand the socio-cultural conditions of the time and how
they influenced her work.

5.2 Sources of Data
The study is based entirely on secondary data, collected from:
e Books on women’s education and social reform in
colonial India
e Peer-reviewed journal articles and research papers
e Rokeya’s original writings such as essays, speeches,
and literary works (e.g., Sultana’s Dream)
e Reports and documents related to women’s education
o These sources provide both theoretical perspectives
and historical evidence necessary for the study.

5.3 Method of Data Collection

Data has been collected through document analysis, which
involves a careful review of published literature, archival
materials, and scholarly interpretations. Relevant texts were
selected based on their credibility, relevance to the topic, and
contribution to understanding Rokeya’s role in women’s
empowerment.

5.4 Analytical Framework

The analysis is guided by feminist theory and the concept of
education as empowerment. The study examines how Rokeya’s
ideas challenged patriarchal structures and promoted gender
equality. A thematic analysis method is used to identify key
themes such as education, liberation, social reform, and gender
justice across different sources.

5.5 Procedure of the Study
The research follows these steps:
e Identification of the research problem and objectives
e Collection of relevant secondary data
e C(Classification of data into themes
empowerment, patriarchy, etc.)
e Analysis and interpretation based on objectives
e Drawing conclusions and linking findings with
existing literature

(education,

5.6 Scope of the Study

The study focuses on Rokeya’s contributions within the context
of colonial India, particularly in Bengal. It examines her
educational philosophy, institutional efforts, and literary works,
with special emphasis on their role in women’s empowerment.

5.7 Limitations of the Study
e The study relies only on secondary sources, which
may limit the originality of the data
e Some historical records and writings may not be fully
accessible
e The analysis is interpretative and may involve
subjective understanding
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6. OBJECTIVE-WISE ANALYSIS AND
INTERPRETATION

6.1 Objective 1: To analyze Begum Rokeya’s philosophy of
education as liberation

The philosophy of education as liberation, as articulated by
Begum Rokeya, represents a profound departure from the
conventional understanding of education prevalent in colonial
India. During her time, education for women—if allowed at
all—was largely confined to domestic training, moral
instruction, and religious teachings that reinforced submissive
roles. Rokeya challenged this narrow framework by redefining
education as a transformative force capable of dismantling
ignorance and oppression.

She argued that the subjugation of women was not a natural
condition but a consequence of systematic deprivation of
knowledge. Ignorance, in her view, functioned as a tool of
control, preventing women from questioning their social
position. Education, therefore, was essential not only for
acquiring knowledge but for developing critical consciousness.
This aligns with modern emancipatory educational theories,
which emphasize awareness and agency as key outcomes of
learning.

Rokeya’s vision extended beyond literacy to include
intellectual, moral, and scientific education. She believed that
women should have access to the same knowledge systems as
men, including science and rational inquiry. This perspective is
clearly reflected in her literary work Sultana’s Dream, where
she imagines a society led by scientifically educated women.
Through this utopian narrative, she illustrates how education
can transform power relations and create a more just society.

Moreover, Rokeya emphasized the psychological dimension of
liberation. She recognized that centuries of oppression had
instilled a sense of inferiority among women, which could only
be overcome through education that builds self-confidence and
self-respect. Thus, her concept of education as liberation was
multidimensional—intellectual, social, and psychological—
making it a comprehensive framework for empowerment.

6.2 Objective 2: To examine her contribution to women’s
empowerment

Begum Rokeya’s contributions to women’s empowerment were
both ideological and practical, making her one of the most
influential reformers of her time. She did not merely advocate
for change but actively worked to create opportunities for
women to transform their lives. Her efforts were particularly
significant for Muslim women, who faced multiple layers of
marginalization due to gender, religion, and socio-cultural
constraints.

One of her most notable contributions was the establishment of
the Sakhawat Memorial Girls’ School, which provided formal
education to girls in an environment that respected cultural
sensitivities while promoting progressive values. This initiative
was revolutionary, as it directly challenged societal norms that
discouraged female education. By creating a space where girls
could learn and grow, Rokeya enabled them to develop skills,
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knowledge, and confidence necessary for participation in
society.

In addition to institutional efforts, Rokeya’s writings played a
crucial role in empowering women. Through essays, speeches,
and stories, she addressed issues such as gender inequality, lack
of education, and social injustice. Her writings were accessible
and persuasive, encouraging women to recognize their potential
and demand their rights. This dual approach—combining
education and awareness—was instrumental in fostering
empowerment.

Rokeya also emphasized economic independence as a key
aspect of empowerment. She understood that without financial
autonomy, women would remain dependent and vulnerable. By
advocating for education that included practical skills, she
sought to enable women to contribute to the economy and
achieve self-reliance. Her holistic approach to empowerment
thus encompassed education, economic participation, and
social recognition.

6.3 Objective 3: To study her critique of patriarchal structures
A central aspect of Rokeya’s work is her sharp critique of
patriarchal structures that perpetuated gender inequality. She
challenged the deeply rooted belief systems and cultural
practices that justified women'’s subordination. Her critique was
both bold and nuanced, addressing not only social customs but
also the ideological foundations of patriarchy.

Rokeya argued that patriarchal norms were socially constructed
rather than divinely ordained. This was a radical assertion in a
society where religious interpretations were often used to
legitimize gender inequality. She exposed how these
interpretations were manipulated to maintain male dominance
and restrict women’s freedoms. By doing so, she encouraged
critical examination of traditions and promoted rational
thinking.

One of the key practices she criticized was purdah, which she
viewed as a major barrier to women’s education and
participation in public life. While acknowledging the cultural
significance of modesty, she opposed its extreme forms that led
to isolation and deprivation. Her critique was not aimed at
religion itself but at its misuse as a tool of oppression.

In her literary works, Rokeya employed satire and irony to
highlight the absurdity of patriarchal norms. For instance, in
Sultana’s Dream, she reverses gender roles, depicting a society
where men are confined to the domestic sphere. This
imaginative inversion serves to question the logic of gender-
based restrictions and demonstrate that such roles are arbitrary
rather than natural.

Through her critique, Rokeya not only exposed the injustices of
patriarchy but also offered an alternative vision of equality and
mutual respect. Her work thus contributed to the development
of feminist thought in colonial India.
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6.4 Objective 4: To evaluate her institutional and literary
contributions

Begum Rokeya’s impact can be best understood through the
synergy between her institutional initiatives and literary
contributions. Unlike many reformers who focused on either
theory or practice, Rokeya successfully integrated both,
creating a comprehensive approach to social change.

Her establishment of educational institutions marked a
significant step toward practical reform. The Sakhawat
Memorial Girls’ School served as a model for women’s
education, demonstrating that it was possible to balance cultural
considerations with progressive ideals. The curriculum
emphasized not only academic subjects but also moral and
social development, preparing students for active roles in
society.

At the same time, Rokeya’s literary works functioned as
powerful tools of advocacy and awareness. Her essays
addressed issues such as women'’s rights, education, and social
reform, while her fictional works provided imaginative
representations of alternative realities. Through these writings,
she reached a wider audience and influenced public opinion.

The interplay between her institutional and literary efforts
created a multiplier effect. While schools provided direct access
to education, her writings shaped societal attitudes and inspired
broader change. This integrated strategy enhanced the
effectiveness of her work and ensured its long-term impact.

Furthermore, her contributions extended beyond her immediate
context, influencing later generations of reformers and
educators. Her legacy continues to inspire efforts toward gender
equality and educational reform, highlighting the enduring
significance of her work.

6.5 Objective 5: To assess her relevance in contemporary
society

The relevance of Begum Rokeya’s ideas in contemporary
society is both profound and multifaceted. Despite significant
progress in women’s education and empowerment, many of the
challenges she addressed—such as gender inequality, limited
access to education, and restrictive social norms—persist in
various forms.

Rokeya’s emphasis on education as a means of liberation aligns
closely with modern development frameworks, including the
global focus on gender equality and inclusive education. Her
ideas resonate with contemporary efforts to achieve equitable
access to education, particularly for marginalized groups. The
recognition that education empowers individuals to challenge
injustice and improve their socio-economic conditions remains
a cornerstone of modern policy and practice.

Her critique of patriarchy is also highly relevant in today’s
context, where gender-based discrimination continues to affect
women’s opportunities and rights. Rokeya’s insistence on
questioning unjust traditions and promoting rational thinking
provides valuable guidance for addressing these issues. Her
work encourages a critical approach to social norms,
emphasizing the need for continuous reform.

ISSN (Online): 2455-3662

~ . EPRA International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research (IJMR) - Peer Reviewed Journal
Volume: 12| Issue: 4| April 2026]| Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra2013 || SJIF Impact Factor 2026: 8.753 || ISI Value: 1.188

In addition, Rokeya’s vision of holistic education—
encompassing intellectual, moral, and social development—
offers important insights for contemporary educational
systems. As education increasingly focuses on skills and
employability, her emphasis on values, critical thinking, and
empowerment serves as a reminder of the broader purpose of
education.

Finally, her contributions highlight the importance of inclusive
and context-sensitive approaches to empowerment. By
addressing the specific challenges faced by Muslim women,
Rokeya demonstrated the need to consider cultural and social
contexts in designing educational interventions. This
perspective remains crucial for developing effective and
equitable policies in diverse societies.

6.6 Overall Interpretation

The objective-wise analysis reveals that Begum Rokeya’s
contributions were not isolated efforts but part of a coherent and
visionary framework that linked education, empowerment, and
social reform. Her work challenged existing structures, created
new opportunities, and inspired a reimagining of gender roles.
By integrating philosophy, practice, and advocacy, she
established education as a powerful instrument of liberation—
a concept that continues to hold relevance in both historical and
contemporary contexts.

7. FINDINGS

The analysis of the life, philosophy, and contributions of
Begum Rokeya reveals several significant findings that
highlight the transformative role of education in women’s
empowerment during colonial India. These findings are derived
from the objective-wise analysis and provide a comprehensive
understanding of Rokeya’s impact.

7.1 Education as the Central Instrument of Liberation

One of the most important findings of the study is that education
was the core of Rokeya’s vision of liberation. She did not treat
education as mere literacy or academic learning but as a
powerful means of intellectual awakening and social
transformation. Her emphasis on critical thinking, rationality,
and awareness indicates that she viewed education as a tool to
challenge ignorance and dismantle oppressive structures. This
finding establishes that Rokeya anticipated modern ideas of
transformative and emancipatory education long before they
became widely recognized.

7.2 Strong Link Between Education and Women’s
Empowerment

The study finds a direct and strong relationship between
education and women’s empowerment in Rokeya’s thought.
She consistently argued that without education, women could
neither understand their rights nor assert their position in
society. Education enabled women to develop self-confidence,
independence, and decision-making abilities. Her initiatives
demonstrated that access to education could significantly
improve women’s social and economic status, making
empowerment both a personal and collective process.
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7.3 Effective Challenge to Patriarchal Norms

Another key finding is that Rokeya’s work constituted a
systematic and effective critique of patriarchal structures. She
exposed how social customs, traditions, and misinterpretations
of religion were used to justify women’s subordination. By
promoting education and rational thinking, she encouraged
women to question these norms and seek change. Her critique
of practices such as purdah highlights her commitment to
dismantling barriers that restricted women’s freedom and
development.

7.4 Integration of Theory and Practice

The study reveals that Rokeya successfully combined
theoretical ideas with practical action. Her philosophy of
education was not confined to writings but was implemented
through institutions like girls’ schools. At the same time, her
literary works reinforced her ideas by spreading awareness and
shaping public opinion. This integration of theory and practice
made her efforts more effective and sustainable, distinguishing
her from many other reformers of her time.

7.5 Role of Literature as a Tool for Social Change

A significant finding is the role of literature in Rokeya’s
strategy for empowerment. Her writings, particularly
imaginative works like Sultana’s Dream, served as powerful
tools for critiquing social norms and presenting alternative
visions of society. Literature allowed her to reach a broader
audience and influence both men and women. This
demonstrates that creative expression can play a crucial role in
social reform and consciousness-building.

7.6 Focus on Marginalized Women, Especially Muslim
Women

The study highlights that Rokeya’s work was particularly
focused on marginalized groups, especially Muslim women
who were often excluded from mainstream reform movements.
By addressing their specific challenges, she expanded the scope
of women’s empowerment and made it more inclusive. This
finding underscores the importance of context-specific
approaches in addressing social inequalities.

7.7 Emphasis on Holistic Development

Rokeya’s concept of education included intellectual, moral,
social, and economic dimensions. She believed that true
empowerment required not only knowledge but also character
development, ethical values, and practical skills. This holistic
approach ensured that education contributed to overall
personality development and prepared women for active
participation in society.

7.8 Promotion of Economic Independence

Another important finding is Rokeya’s recognition of economic
independence as a key component of empowerment. She
understood that education alone would not be sufficient unless
it enabled women to achieve financial self-reliance. By
advocating skill-based education and practical learning, she
aimed to equip women with the ability to support themselves
and reduce dependency.
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7.9 Contribution to Feminist Consciousness

The study finds that Rokeya played a crucial role in developing
feminist consciousness among women. Through her writings
and activism, she encouraged women to recognize their
oppression and seek change. Her ideas contributed to the
emergence of early feminist thought in colonial India, laying
the foundation for future movements.

7.10 Lasting Relevance of Her Ideas

Finally, the study reveals that Rokeya’s ideas remain highly
relevant in contemporary society. Issues such as gender
inequality, limited access to education, and social
discrimination continue to exist in various forms. Her emphasis
on education as a means of empowerment aligns with modern
global goals, including gender equality and inclusive education.
This finding highlights the enduring significance of her
contributions.

8. DISCUSSION

The present study on the contributions of Begum Rokeya is
consistent with a wide range of existing literature that
recognizes her as a key figure in women’s education and
empowerment in colonial India. At the same time, it offers a
more integrated understanding of her work by linking her
philosophy, literary contributions, and institutional efforts.

A major area of agreement with previous studies is the central
role of education in Rokeya’s thought. Khan (2025) identifies
her as a pioneer who connected education with women’s
emancipation, while Khatun (2023) emphasizes her
contribution to Muslim women’s education in Bengal. The
present study supports these views and further highlights that
Rokeya’s concept of education extended beyond literacy to
include critical thinking, rationality, and self-awareness,
making it a tool of liberation.

Similarly, Ahmed (2015) points out Rokeya’s distinctive
feminist pedagogy, which focused on empowerment rather than
mere social adjustment. This study builds on that idea by
showing that her approach aimed at transforming power
structures through education. In this sense, her ideas can be seen
as early forms of emancipatory educational thought.

The importance of Rokeya’s literary works has also been
widely discussed. Rao (2013) and Hasanat (2013) interpret
Sultana’s Dream as a feminist utopian text that challenges
patriarchal norms. Quayum (2020) further highlights her
literary activism as a form of resistance. The present study
agrees with these interpretations but emphasizes that her
writings were not isolated literary efforts; rather, they
functioned as pedagogical tools that complemented her
educational initiatives.

Historical studies by Hasan (1994) and Sarkar (2001) provide
the socio-cultural context of women’s marginalization in
colonial India. These works help to underline the significance
of Rokeya’s contributions, particularly her focus on Muslim
women who were often excluded from mainstream reform
movements. The present study reinforces this perspective and
shows how her work addressed these specific inequalities.
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Research by Bagchi (2010) and Hasan and Menon (2005)
highlights the limitations of colonial education systems in
addressing gender disparities. The findings of this study align
with their arguments and demonstrate how Rokeya’s initiatives
created more inclusive educational opportunities for women.

More recent studies, such as Sengupta (2018), Miah (2025), and
Sk (2026), stress the continuing relevance of Rokeya’s ideas in
promoting feminist consciousness and gender equality. The
present research supports this view and further connects her
ideas with contemporary concerns such as inclusive education
and women’s empowerment.

Mondal (2023) offers a critical interpretation by examining
Rokeya’s work through a Marxist perspective. While this adds
depth, the current study suggests that her approach was broader,
addressing social, cultural, and psychological aspects of
oppression in addition to economic factors.

Overall, while previous studies have examined different aspects
of Rokeya’s work, they often do so separately. This study
contributes by presenting a more unified perspective, showing
how her philosophy, literary efforts, and educational initiatives
are interconnected. It concludes that this integrated approach is
what makes her contribution both unique and enduring.

9. CONCLUSION

The study on the contributions of Begum Rokeya clearly
establishes that she was not only a pioneer of women’s
education in colonial India but also a visionary thinker who
redefined education as a powerful instrument of liberation. At a
time when women were largely excluded from formal learning
and confined within rigid social structures, Rokeya challenged
the roots of gender inequality by emphasizing the
transformative potential of education.

The analysis reveals that her concept of education went far
beyond basic literacy. She viewed it as a means to develop
critical consciousness, self-respect, and independence among
women. By linking education with empowerment, she enabled
women to question patriarchal norms and actively participate in
social life. Her critique of practices such as purdah and her
insistence on rational thinking demonstrate her commitment to
dismantling oppressive structures and promoting gender
equality.

A significant aspect of Rokeya’s contribution lies in her ability
to integrate theory and practice. Through the establishment of
educational institutions, she created real opportunities for
women to access knowledge, while her literary works spread
awareness and inspired change at a broader level. This
combination of institutional efforts and intellectual advocacy
made her approach both practical and impactful.

The study also highlights her inclusive vision, particularly her
focus on marginalized Muslim women who were often
overlooked in reform movements. By addressing their specific
challenges, she expanded the scope of women’s empowerment
and made it more context-sensitive. Her emphasis on holistic

development—intellectual, social, and economic—further
demonstrates the depth and relevance of her ideas.

In relation to previous studies, the research confirms that
Rokeya’s contributions were multifaceted and ahead of her
time. However, it also shows that her greatest strength lay in the
integration of her educational philosophy, literary activism, and
social reform efforts into a unified framework of liberation.

In contemporary society, where issues of gender inequality and
unequal access to education still persist, Rokeya’s ideas
continue to hold immense relevance. Her vision aligns closely
with modern goals of inclusive education and women’s
empowerment, making her legacy both enduring and inspiring.

In conclusion, Begum Rokeya’s work represents a landmark in
the history of women’s empowerment. By transforming
education into a tool of liberation, she not only challenged the
constraints of her time but also laid the foundation for a more
just and equitable society. Her contributions remain a guiding
force for ongoing efforts toward gender equality and social
transformation.
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